
tor and laptop this time. 

I still want to see what he has 

to say because it looks like a 

really nice design. 

Ain’t technology great?  There 

was a time when you needed 

to break the tripod holding 

your flip charts. Later a slide 

projector bulb could undo a 

great presentation.  Today all 

you need is a CD that won’t 

read. 

Bill made a good attempt.  He 

had his presentation prepared 

and brought in the fence.  We 

had to scramble to find him a 

projector and a laptop but 

when it was all set his CD with 

his presentation wouldn’t 

work.   

We are going to give Bill an-

other shot at this one.  Maybe 

one (or maybe several) of us 

can forget to bring the projec-

Bill Barvinek,                      The Perfect Router Table v 2.0  

V I S I T  U S  A T :    W W W . C O L L I N S C L U B S . C O M / W O O D W O R K E R S  

April,  2007 

Volume 12, Issue 4 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOOWDOEKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

• Our April meeting will be 
Tuesday the  17th at 
5:00 in the Main Plant 
Cafeteria. 

• Bill Barvinek will make 
a second attempt to  
discuss his router table 
that he has added to the 
wing of his table saw. 

• Please bring anything 
that you used a router to 
make. 

• Door Prizes!!  We are 
bringing back door 
prizes!  Gift cards to a 
couple of our favorite 
shops.  One random 
drawing and one for 
anyone bringing in a 
project!!  

 of situations.   

We really have only three hard 

limits:  The money you spend on 

tooling, your imagination , and 

the possibly rational fear of sharp 

metal rotating at 25,000 RPM.   

So bring in anything that you have 

used a router to build.  Edge treat-

Almost all of us have at least one 

router.  They aren’t all that expen-

sive and they can be used in lots 

ments, joinery, inlay,  Whatever 

you have. 

 

April Project:                                   Anything that you made using a router 

May Project           Hand tools 

spend lots of time developing real skill 

that they won’t need with power tools.  

That’s only partly true.  You to de-

velop the skills either way.   

The hand saw that you bought on the 

farm auction is the hand tool equiva-

lent of a hand held circular saw.  It’s a 

carpenters tool and not made for 

precise cuts in hardwood.  Same thing 

for the Stanley #5 that you inherited 

but that one can be made to work 

precisely.    

Next meeting it’s time to pull the plug.  

We have a couple of hand-tool aficio-

nados in the group so it’s time to let 

them show off a little.  We won’t 

invite Norm. 

There is very little that you can do 

with a power tool that you can’t  also 

do with a hand tool, and there are a 

lot of things that are a easier with a 

hand tools.  Lots of people have tried 

using a hand plane or panel saw and 

given up assuming that they need to 

So break out your hand tools, turn off 

the electricity and get to work.  Bring 

the results to the meeting in May!! 

Here are a couple of links to make you 

drool…. 

http://www.bridgecitytools.com 

http://www.adriatools.com/ 

http://www.lie-nielsen.com/ 

http://www.stjamesbaytoolco.com/ 



June: Bring in a frame.  Any frame.  

Maybe a picture frame, door frame? 

July:  We will hold our annual pic-

Upcoming projects:    

May: Something that you made 

using hand tools.   

nic in July so bring anything that you 

would use at a picnic.  Remember 

Dave’s camp kitchen from last year?   

March Meeting:  Bill Barvinek,                      The Perfect Router Table   
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Well Bill’s presentation in March 
was kind of a bust so he has agreed 
to try again.  Technical failures have 
always been with us but they are 
especially frustrating in situations 
like this.   

Other than the presentation that 
didn’t go, members brought a lot of 
bird houses.  I was impressed by the 
variety of designs.  There is still time 
to build and hang bird houses this 
spring.     

A Trip to A Woodworker’s Candy Store     Lee Johnson 

When I was a kid I always liked to 

go to the candy store with my weekly 

allowance and gaze at all the candy 

trying to decide what to buy. 

Now that I am older I still like to 

take trips to the candy store but the 

drooling is now over bigger things.  I 

recently had an opportunity to visit 

the Grizzly tools showroom in 

Springfield, Missouri.  But then I’m 

getting ahead of my story. 

After thirty years my old Rockwell 

Delta table saw gave up the ghost 

and I set about to repair it.  My 

problem was a bad bearing in the 

blade arbor which is part of a sealed 

assembly.  After searching locally 

and on the internet I was unable to 

find a replacement part. The part is 

no longer made.  After telling my 

wife that it appeared I would be 

unable to repair it she suggested that 

I look for a new table saw.  You can 

imagine how hard she had to twist 

my arm to get me to 

agree. 

After spending con-

siderable time look-

ing at magazines, 

reading reviews and 

surfing the internet I 

settled on the newest 

10 inch contractors 

table saw that Grizzly 

had to offer.  But 

before buying one I wanted to see 

what they looked like 

and if they were well 

built. 

A friend of mine had 

been talking about tak-

ing a trip down to Griz-

zly some weekend to 

pick up a few things and 

so with a little bit of 

prodding he said let’s 

do it.  We packed up the wives, 

hooked up his trailer and were off 

on Friday night after they got off 

work.   We drove as far as Lebenon, 

Missouri that night and then on to 

Springfield on Saturday morning.  

We were there before the doors to 

the showroom opened.  While wait-

ing for them to open we could see 

all the tools that were on display in 

the showroom through the windows 

and started to drool just like “kids” 

in a candy store.  As you can see 

from the pictures they have almost 

anything in the way of power tools 

that any woodworker, or metal 

worker for that matter, could want. 

When the doors opened we hurried 

inside and I looked for the model 



drool just like “kids” in a candy store.  As you 

can see from the pictures they have almost any-

thing in the way of power tools that any wood-

worker, or metal worker for that matter, could 

want. 

When the doors opened we hurried inside and I 

looked for the model table saw that I wanted.  I 

couldn’t find it, but that wasn’t surprising be-

cause they must have had two dozen of them set 

up on the floor.  We then cornered a sales per-

son and asked where we might find it.  After 

consulting the computer he  informed me that it 

had been back ordered and that they were not 

getting any in until February.   That was disap-

pointing in that I still had several Christmas 

present projects to finish before the holidays.  

Our salesman was very helpful and after several 

minutes of consulting the computer he said that 

he had a demo model of the top of the line ear-

lier model that he might be able to make me a 

deal on.  The saw was never powered up and was 

used for a looking model only.  He took me into 

the back room where the saw was and showed 

me all the things about it comparing them to the 

one that I was interested in.  It had all the fea-

tures I was interested in and then some.  After 

several minutes of discussion and a couple of 

trips to talk to the manager we settled on a price.  

I must say I felt they made me a good deal. 

Our salesman then set about helping my friend 

who was in the market for an oscillating drum 

sander.  Our salesman  spent several minutes 

understanding what my friend  was going to use 

it for and then suggested some of the ones they 

had that he thought would work well for him.  

He invited us into their shop adjacent to the 

showroom where they build various types of 

woodworking projects so my friend could try out 

the sander that he recommended.  He also spent 

time showing 

us the latest 

project that 

they were 

working on.  

They were 

making a 

dozen display 

cabinets out of 

an exotic or-

ange wood ( I 

don’t remem-

ber the name 

of it ) for the 

owner of the company who collects and builds 

guitars.  They were really doing a nice job, but 

then who wouldn’t with all of the neat tools they 

had to work with. 

Now the next problem was figuring out how to 

get my new saw home.   As it was all put together 

and the weather was drizzly we had to think a 

little bit about how to get it home.  The Grizzly 

people wrapped the saw in several layers of 

shrink wrap and loaded it’s 350 pounds on our 

trailer with a fork lift.  We covered it with a large 

tarp and tied it down to the trailer very securely.  

The saw made it back to Iowa in one piece and 

in spite of the drizzly weather didn’t have a drop 

of water on it. 

Was the trip worth it? I sure felt so and I also 

enjoyed drooling in one of the neatest wood-

workers “candy stores” that I’ve ever visited.  

The saw is working great for me and I can’t say 

enough about the polite and un-hurried way we 

were treated while we were there.  I think the 

salesman we had spent at least two hours with us 

answering questions and showing us around.  If 

you ever get to Springfield be sure you visit their 

showroom and shop area.  But be sure and bring 

lots of your allowance money. 



V I S I T  U S  A T :    W W W . C O L L I N S C L U B S . C O M / W O O D W O R K E R S  

President: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@collinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-vp@collinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Larry Lacy cwg-treasurer@collinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Larry Lacy cwg-membership@collinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@collinsclubs.com 
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 Lee Johnson cwg-librarian@collinsclubs.com 
Website: 
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Officers and Executive Committee 
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KNOT KNEWS 
Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

• Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

• Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

• Social Activities 

• Workshops 

• Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

• Educational and Informative Presentations 

• Open Houses 

• Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@collinsclubs.com 
 Emil Krepcik  emil@collinsclubs.com 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-vp@collinsclubs.com   
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@collinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson  cwg-librarian@collinsclubs.com 
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