
Lots of us end up with wood 

that grew up where we did.  We 

end up with a tree that has to 

come down or a limb that drops 

in a storm.  Most of it ends up 

as firewood because it’s a spe-

cies that we really don’t want to 

bring into the shop, it’s too 

small or split so that it can’t be 

used.  Face it:  Chinese elm 

smells terrible, cottonwood 

doesn’t make great lumber and 

that limb form the apple tree is 

all reaction wood.   

Occasionally we end up with a 

Green Ash trunk that’s big 

enough to work or a limb of an 

oak that yields some useful lum-

ber.  Wood turners are famous 

for digging through the fire-

wood pile and sometimes we 

can come up with some really 

interesting stuff.  That’s where 

you find spalded Maple and 

while Boxeldar is ordinarily a 

weed its wood frequently has 

blood red streaks.   

If you have something that you 

made from a tree in the yard 

bring it in.  We want to see it. 

August Project:       Project from a tree in your 

This month Dave Wetzel is go-

ing to talk with us about turning 

pens.  Dave has turned dozens 

of pens in several materials be-

sides wood.  He has been ex-

perimenting with wood too. c  

He makes some of his pens 

using deer antler, buffalo horn 

and Corian.  He has been exper-

imenting with turning the wood 

off of vertical so some of the end 

grain is exposed giving a deep 

lustrous finish.  He will bring 

several pens and we can  see 

how they turn out. 

He is planning to bring his lathe 

and turn a pen for us.  He will 

also talk about some of the spe-

cialized tools.  

August Meeting     Pen turning with Exotic Materials 
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Meeting Notice: 

August meeting: Annual 

picnic, Tuesday the 16th.  

Main Plant Cafeteria 

August Project:  A project 

form a tree in your yard 

Door Prizes!!   
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A little bit about pens 

Making pens as a hobby is a 

pretty recent endeavor.  It got 

started with the hobbyist wood-

working revival in the 1970’s.   

Actually a hundred years before 

that you would have made your 

own pen too but there wasn’t 

much art to the process.  You 

simply persuaded your favorite 

avian donor to come up with a 

primary flight feather and dried it 

out.  For a practical writing in-

strument the fuzz is trimmed off 

Hollywood seems to like imprac-

tical writing instruments. Shape 

and split the tip and dip it in ink.  

If you really want to do that here 

is an interesting link:  http://

www.flick.com/~liralen/quills/

quills.html 

Quills were used until the steel 

pen points became popular in 

the early 19th century.  Hamilton 

Madison tried them but preferred 

a quill and used one to write the 

Federalist Papers. 

Steel points and variations on 

them can still be bought and 

there are pen kits that use them.  

They were common through the 

1950’s when ball point pens took 

over.   

Of course most if grew up 

with the 19 cent Bic.  It 

won’t write if it’s not hori-

zontal and explodes if you 

keep it in your pocket.  The only 

real virtue was the price.  Rather 

than buy better pens we let 

pocket protectors and cheap 

shirts become the uniform of the 

engineer.   

Today we can buy anything from 

goose feather quills to steel nibs 

to Bic pens that cost a quarter to 

Dave Wet-

zel’s hand 

turned pens.  

You can buy 

really nice 

domestic 

pens that run 

about $100 

and some imports that cost thou-

sands. 

Pocket protectors and polyester 

shirts on the other hand, are 

hard to come by. 

Deer Antler Pen 

Goose quill pen tips 

Boxeldar 



August:  What are you working  on now?? 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is an 

opportunity to show off something that you 

have made.  Suggest it as a project of the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:                           

Well, that’s how it goes sometimes.  A picnic 

when the heat and humidity are both hovering 

around a hundred somehow doesn’t sound like 

much fun.  The meat is now frozen and we will 

haul it back out in time for the September 

meeting when we elect new officers.  The pota-

to salad wouldn’t keep so the guys ate it at the 

planning meeting. 

So for the September meeting (next month) 

make a new batch of whatever you were plan-

ning to bring and we will try again but indoors. 

 

July Meeting                  Picnic is a bust 
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August 26th — 28th.  Woodfest in Amana.   

The Woodfest is a collection of skilled 
wood crafters from throughout the coun-
try.  They will display and sell their unique 
creations as well as demonstrate their 
craft.  Commercial companies and sales 

reps will have the latest in tools, supplies 
and techniques for the public to see and 
purchase.  Seminars are scheduled through 
the three day event. 

After a successful first year, the coordinator 
can provide information and applications 

for interested exhibitors. Held in air condi-
tioned buildings with food and refresh-
ments available. The Woodfest supersedes 
the former and long running "Holzfest" by 
the same coordinator.  

For more information go here:  http://
amanacolonies.com/ 

Upcoming event                  Woodfest 

Dave isn’t the only pen maker in the 
group.  Several members make the occa-
sional pen and a couple actually make 
quite a few really nice ones.  John Cox was 
discussing penmaking a while ago and men-
tioned an article about making a pen out of 
poison ivy…   

That sounds like a really bad idea, first 
because of what can go wrong and second 
because local poison ivy is generally a really 
small plant.  Lots of plants have woody 
stems and poison ivy is no exception, but 
the stem is no bigger than a pencil anyway.  
Under the right conditions it can grow as a 
substantial shrub and even climb like Vir-
ginia creeper but not generally here.   

On second thought though the idea has 
some virtue.  Think of the acerbic prose 

that could be 
created, and not 
just nasty letters.  
Lawyers should 
always have a 
poison ivy pen 
handy for di-
vorce proceed-

ings.  There is no telling what a politician 
could create with one.  Think of how many 
could be sold on Wall Street.  Know any-
body that wants to quit chewing their pen-
cil?   

So  what else could you use besides poison 
ivy?  Poison Sumac comes to mind.  Poison 
Sumac ( Toxicodendron vernix) is related 
to poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) but 
it grows to twenty feet tall.  Both produce a 
toxin called urushiol that can cause a very 
painful rash if you are sensitive to it.   

The problem is identifying poison sumac.  
Most of the local stuff is Staghorn 
(Toxicodendron typhinais) and is complete-
ly harmless; the berries are even edible.  A 
neighbor several years ago came out with a 
sprayer and started hosing the sumac in the 
back of his yard and along our common 
boundary.  When I went out to stop him 
he said he was planning to do me a favor 
by spraying “all the poison sumac”, even 
the stuff in my yard.  He didn’t believe it 
when I told him he was killing a desireable 
plant but quit when I took a handful of 
berries and rubbed them on my arms and 

face and ate a 
couple of 
them (sour 
and almost 
citrus flavor, 
not bad but 
they have a 
kind of harry 
husk).   

The real easy way to tell the difference is 
that poison sumac only grows in swampy 
soil.  If you are 
fishing or ca-
noeing look 
out but in you 
back yard you 
are pretty safe.   

You should 
know about  a 
couple of other 
members of 
the family, the poison oaks.  Two varieties 
exist in this country, Toxicodendron diver-
silobum on the west coast and Toxi-
codendron pubescens in the deep south.  
Neither will survive our winters. 

The poison Pen                   



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   

KNOT KNEWS 

Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Bryan Wesner cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Ray Collins cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 


