
Most of us use a table saw.  
Even if we use a chop saw for 
most crosscuts there are limits 
that a table saw overcomes.  
For example it’s possible to 
crosscut wide boards using a 
table saw.  Repetitive cuts are 
much easier on a table saw.  
Dadoes, lap joints, and tennons  
are easy on a table saw. 

You need a good way to support 
he wood for most of these oper-
ations and the miter gauge that 
came with the saw is always a 

weak point.  If you do very much 
with your table saw you proba-
bly built a crosscut sled.  You 
can buy after market miter 
gauge and they really make a 
difference but don’t take the 
place of a crosscut sled.   

There are a lot of ways to build 
one.  We want to see yours so 
bring it to the meeting Tuesday.  
If you have any specialized fix-
tures to work with the sled bring 
those too.  We want to see what 
you use. 

August  Project:         Crosscut Sled 

In case you missed the last 

meeting Wayne threw down the 

gauntlet.  We are building the 

libraries we as individuals.  We 

will bring them to the October 

meeting.  There are really very 

few rules for this project and a 

lot of places to look for inspira-

tion.  The website for the organi-

zation has a lots of pictures.  If 

you like to look at actual boxes 

there are several around.  The 

picture to the right is Jack Neu-

zel, a woodworker in Solon with 

a library that he made that is 

near the lake.  There are a 

couple in Marion and several 

others in the area.  The web-

site has a map with hun-

dreds from all over the 

world.  http://

www.littlefreelibrary.org/

index.html 

There’s really no problem 

making a box weather tight.  

You just eliminate all the 

openings and make tight 

joints.  It’s not terribly useful 

that way but it is tight. The prob-

lem is the openings need to be 

tight too and positive enough 

that they stay closed.  And kids 

use these things so they need to 

stay closed easily.  

These libraries we are all work-

ing on (you have yours planned 

out, right?) are a little more com-

plicated.  They need to provide 

access to their contents and 

need to be easy enough to open 

that kids can use it and it needs 

to close tightly enough to ex-

clude snow and rain.  It should 

probably be vented so any water 

that gets in or condenses inside 

will dry out without damaging 

the books. 

These are very similar to the 

requirements that your house 

has except that it’s a lot smaller 

and it only needs one door.  

Many of the same techniques 

that apply to home construction 

apply here too.  This month we 

are going to talk about those 

techniques. 

Making a weather tight box        
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September:  It’s almost like woodwork-
ing… projects that are not strictly wooden. 

October: Home Improvement:  Projects 
around the house. 

November:  Projects fit for a feast.  Any-
thing food related. 

January:  New-years resolution: You put it 
off  long enough. 

February: Your Honey-do list:  Stuff for 
someone else. 

 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:        

Well we moved it 

indoors.  Some-

thing about the 

heat and humidity 

both hanging close 

to a hundred was-

n’t all that appeal-

ing.  Good thing the cafeteria was availa-

ble. 

BBQ this catered so we didn’t have to eat 

potato salad that sat in the car all day and 

it all worked out.   

A number of members brought things that 

they have made using hardboard including 

a couple of very similar box joint jigs and 

drawers with hardboard bottoms.   

It was also the day that most of the new 

tools form Kreg were delivered.  I can say 

that my new Kreg miter gauge is a huge 

improvement over what came with the 

saw.  I still use crosscut sleds for 90 de-

gree cuts on long and wide boards but not 

for most cuts.  It’s right on the money for 

angled cuts.  The tool boxes that a couple 

of people ordered are here now.  How did 

the rest of the tools work out?  
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July meeting              Picnic  

Group Purchases         Wayne Hanson 

Last month we were able to organize a 

group purchase of Kreg products with the 

help of ACME Tool.  ACME gave us a 20% 

discount and the club provided an addition-

al discount to cover the sales tax.   Our 

total order (full retail) was $3080 and the 

discounted total was $2354.  A total of 

thirteen people ordered over 50 items.  We 

had a number of other smaller purchases 

(hand planes, digital angle guides) and 

hope you all are benefiting.   

 

ACME indicated they would be open to 

more group purchases with no particular 

limits on what we buy.  The group pur-

chase was an advantage to them since 

they only filled one order, didn't require 

much time on their part and probably took 

sales away from other retailers.  Just to be 

fair, the discount was about the same as 

their twice yearly sale events so its not like 

we scooped the retail industry.  However it 

was on our schedule rather than theirs so 

some advantage there.   

We don't have specific plans for future 

group purchases but would be happy to 

help organize future ones.  I would like to 

buy more Bessey Clamps would make my 

list for a group purchase.  If anyone has 

other ideas let your club officers know and 

we can see what we can do.   



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   

KNOT KNEWS 

Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Steve Geurts cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Ray Collins cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 


