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We use Dovetails for a lot of situations. You 

use them just about anywhere you have a 

right angle joint in the end of a board and 

you need a strong joint. Some people hesi-

tate when they need them because they 

thing the joint is complicated. They do re-

quire some practice but they aren’t all that 

tough.  

Lots of people make jigs to simplify the pro-

cess. These all have advantages and disad-

vantages. This month we are gong to look at 

the Porter Cable jig. This jig is similar to a lot 

of others. You can cut through and half blind 

joints, sliding dovetails on wood between 1/4 

and 1 1/8 thick. The width of the tails are 

fixed. You can also use it for box joints. 

It’s not as flexible as the Leigh that the club 

owns but it should be easier to use.  

Dovetails using the Porter Cable Jig     
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Meeting Notice: 

February meeting: Tuesday the 

17th at 5:00 

Location:  Main Plant Cafeteria 

Subject:  Dovetails with the 

Porter Cable Jig 

Project: Red Woods 
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January Meeting    

Last month we talked about drawer slides. 

We have lots to choose from at every price-

point and dozens of brands. Obviously some 

work better than others and you get what 

you pay for.  

After we discussed the pro's and cons of 
various lower cost drawer slides Jerry 
demonstrated the Blum soft closing, under 
drawer sliding units he is using in his new 
cabinets. A couple :  they are rated at 100 lb 
load, more than the typical 75 lb Euro side 
units,  they also are full extension opening, 

not 3/4. Finally the cost is higher but Jerry 
located a source online, ahturf.com, that has 
very good prices. This company charges 
about $20 a set, much lower than most oth-
ers. They are impressive. 
 
After the general meeting ended in cafeteria 
we made a trip to the rec center hallway to 
check out the new CWG library location. 
Members were enthused about the new lo-
cation and looked forward to using it once 
we are able to install some shelves to better 
access the tools.   

February Project       Red Woods 

Valentines day is just 

passed and the color 

everywhere is red. While 

most of the lumber we 

come across runs from 

white to dark brown 

there are some reds in 

the pallet. Red Cedar is 

common. Boxeldar turns bright red 

when it spalts. Lots of exotics are 

red too.  

This is an opportunity to break out 

those red choices and show us 

what you have made as long as 

it’s red. 

http://ahturf.com/
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March: Offcuts. What to make from the 
scraps. 

April: Mystery wood 

May: Outdoor projects 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

Amana Lumber projects (continued) 

 

Members were in agreement as to building a couple large 
tray-like shelves in the bottom cabinet and a couple slide 
out pantry units in the top.  Four pairs of 32" long, 200 lb 
rated, full extension ball bearing slides were ordered last 
week for the library shelf build. They are expected  to ar-
rive next week.  

Blume makes a wide variety of pretty decent slides and 

they work well. There are a lot of other brands out there 

that also work and there is no shortage of cheaper alter-

natives. 

The project in January was Projects that you built using 

the Amana lumber. There were several projects present-

ed. Paul Heyd made a buffet table using spalted maple 

and walnut. He brought a door but has a picture of the 

completed project. 

Steve brought this shelf. Jerry was making drawers out of 

the sycamore. Several more people had projects so it 

looks like the lumber is actually getting used. 

 

 

Funding Restored: RC clubs met 

Jan 27 to discuss new funding of 
clubs. Leadership in this area has 
changed and funding of RC clubs 
is  back on.  We should expect to be 

funded for a match of member dues 
this year or about $375 based on cur-
rent 25 members.   

Library Access: They also voted to 

allow access to hallway that contains 
our new library location. The badge 
access should be removed by March 
first.  Our retirees can get there via the 
Rec Center without a badge. 

Collins Clubs Update:        
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The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

 Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

 Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

 Social Activities 

 Workshops 

 Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

 Educational and Informative Presentations 

 Open Houses 

 Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Ray Collins   
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