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Matt VerSteeg of Johston, Iowa (a suburb of Des
Moines) will provide the Woodworkers Guild with a
presentation on saw blades and cutting tools.  Mr.
VerSteeg is a metallurgist by training and runs a business
that sharpens cutting tools for businesses, tradesmen, and
hobbyist in the Des Moines area as well as sharpening,
special grinding and repair of cutting tools and blades
through mail-order service.  In addition to sharpening

tools, Mr. VerSteeg has
provided design assistance
to national manufacturers
and has assisted in saw
blade testing for wood-
working magazines in the
area.  In addition to the tool
sharpening services, Matt
provides cold and heat
treatment services for
tools, dies, and other
equipment.  He has given

talks on saw blades at woodworking shows as well as
woodworking clubs in the Des Moines area.  Mr. Ver-
Steeg will discuss basic design features of saw blades,
the different types of blades, cutting tooth geometry, and,
most important to us, how to select a blade for a particu-
lar application.  If you have any questions on cutting
tools or saw blades, bring them to the meeting.
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Next Meeting
Tuesday, January 20, 5:00 p.m.

35th Street Cafeteria

Field Trip Being Planned
By: Wayne Hanson

Interested in a Trip to Des Moines in late April or Early
May?  We intend to visit the following:
1) Meredith Publishing - publisher of Wood magazine.
We will tour their construction shop and the Idea Shop
III featured in the last several issues of the magazine.
2) August Home Publishing - publisher of the Shop-
Smith, ShopNotes and Workbench magazines.  We will
tour their construction shop and view displays of many
of the past projects.
3) ShopSmith Store - They describe themselves as a
“died-and-gone-to-heaven” store for the woodworking
enthusiast.  I might not go quite that far but
I’ve also never left without buying some-
thing.

Itinerary (more or less)
•  7:30 a.m. - Leave Cedar Rapids
•  10:00 a.m. - Tour Meredith Publishing
•  11:30 a.m - LUNCH
•  1:00 p.m. - Tour August Home Publishing
•  2:30 p.m.  - Visit ShopSmith Store
•  4:30 p.m.  - Leave Des Moines
•  7:00 p.m.  - Arrive Cedar Rapids

Our plan is to charter a bus for the trip with the cost
depending on how many folks sign up to go. Charter
buses are available that can accommodate 47 or 36
passengers and are equipped with a bathroom and VCR/
TV setup.  Costs could range from $15 for a group of 26
(kind of a minimum group) to $11 for a full bus of 36 or
47.  If you have any questions, call (or e-mail) Wayne
Hanson, Roger Thompson, or Larry Tjaden (phones and
e-mail elsewhere in the newsletter).  At the January
meeting we will be taking a rough count of those inter-
ested to determine whether to go ahead.  We will need to
make a reservation by early February to ensure we can
get a bus for the April/May timeframe (the schools really
suck up the buses during that time period).  If we have

(Continued on page 3)

Check Out the Guild’s Web Page -
RWEB / Activities&Services / Clubs /

Collins Woodworkers
http://rweb.rockwell.com/data/clubs/cwc/index.htm

Notes from the Last Meeting
By: Roger Thompson

The December meeting was held in the 35th street cafete-
ria, 16 members in attendance, President Jim McCollum
presiding.  Committee representatives reported on their
respective subjects.  Guild member Marlan Modrow
provided an excellent presentation on building fancy

(Continued on page 4)
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contacted them on the BLUE sheet as well.
This will conserve “wasted trips” to the library and
minimize the time the tool sits unused.

By the way—PLEASE use the checkout sheet for
tools as well as books!!!  Its the only way we have of
keeping track of the materials.  Its hard to believe only
two people have used the sharpener since we got it, but
that is what the checkout sheet shows.  (It is correctly
checked out by someone as of 12-3--- THANKS!!)

New Stuff!!--  New “Stuff” in the library includes the
following (not yet listed on the web page index):
“The Router (revised edition)" --- Robert Rosendahl
"Router Projects and Jigs" --- Robert Rosendahl
“The Art of Elegant Kitchenware”  -  Tony Lydgate
“The Encyclopedia of Joint Making”  -  Terrie Noll
“Useful WoodTurning Projects”
“The Practice of Woodturning”
“The Encyclopedia of Joint Making”
“Making Wooden Mechanical Models”
“DoveTail a Drawer” - Klauz  (video)
A Leigh Valley Dovetale Routing Fixture is reported to
be on the way as well!!  Thanks Kelly!!

What to Get??--  Emil has passed on to me the respon-
sibility / opportunity of library book ordering.  I’d
appreciate some help in determining what the club wants
in the library.  (Maybe I’ll see of our Web Master can
invent an online survey!)   Till then—please let me know
what types of materials your interested in so I’ll have a
idea of what may be useful.  Categories could be:
• General projects
• Routers & projects
• Scroll Saw projects
• Lathe / Wood turning projects
• General shop setup, Jigs, Hints, etc.
• Finishing
• Woodcarving
• Tool Tips & Maintenance
• Joinery
• Storage Ideas
• Toys
• Carpentry / Renovation
• Cabinet Making
• Antique or Classic Tool Information
• Other??  (Please provide suggestions)

Let me know what you want by category or by title if
you have a specific book to recommend.  Those with

(Continued on page 3)

Notes From The Library
By: Larry Lacy

Access to the Library—For you new members, there is
a Guild Library available to anyone with a current
Woodworkers Guild Membership card.  The Library is in
the short 2 door cabinet (under the phone) at Building
105 Entrance 2  (south west corner of 105).  The guard
will provide a key when you present your current mem-
bership card and ask for the key.  Help yourself to the
materials in the library, please use the checkout sheets
in the three ring binder to record your transaction. (both
coming and going).  The library contains a collection of
books, magazines and tools.  The most recent list of
library contents is available on the Woodworkers Guild
web page at “http://rweb.cacd.rockwell.com/data/clubs/
cwc/index.htm” or from
Rockwell Web go through
“Activities & Services”,
“Clubs”, “Woodworkers
Club”, and push the
“Library” button.

Library Usage--  The ma-
terial checkout sheets indi-
cate that 14 library items were checked out by 6 different
people during November.  A total of 23 items remain
checked out at this time.  Please be sure to use the
checkout sheets both when borrowing AND returning
library materials!!  Those who have had materials out for
a month or more are requested to return the materials so
others can use them.

Waiting for tools?-- There have been comments regard-
ing the availability of tools (particularly the sharpener).
In order to improve availability of our tools, the Guild
leadership is recommending the following policy:
• If the tool you want to borrow is not available, open

the checkout book to the BLUE Wait List page near
the active checkout sheet—enter the name of the tool
you want to borrow, your name, your phone number,
and the date you were there.  (Hopefully the current
borrower will call you when the tool is back!)

• When you check out a tool, use it and bring it back
as soon as possible (preferably within a week).

• When returning a tool, make sure you check in it by
entering the return date on the checkout sheet

• Look on the BLUE Wait List to see if someone else
is waiting for the tool your returning—if so call them
at the number they left and advise them that the tool
is back in the library.  Please enter the date you

The Guild Library is
another fine benefit
of belonging to the
Collins Woodworkers
Guild ...
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personal  libraries they’d be willing to share are invited to
provide me with a list of the books they would share.  I’ll
get them on the list at the next update.  (prospective
borrowers will contact owner directly and all details and
records are between the borrower and owner—these ma-
terials will be stored by the owner unless he/she chooses
to house them in the library cabinet).   KK
Thanks!!  “The Librarian” at
ldlacy@collins.rockwell.com

New Tool for the Library
By: Kelley Kirtz

The club recently bought a Leigh D3 dovetail fixture.
We were able to buy it from a fellow Rockwell em-
ployee for $195.  This is a considerable savings over the
$370 that the current D4 model sells for.  The following
is the Woodcraft catalog description for the Leigh
dovetail fixture.
Hand cut dovetails can be difficult and time consuming
to produce - especially when used in production, or
semi-production manufacturing runs.  Handmade-
looking dovetail pins and tails are now easily pro-
duced with this jig, a router and some special cutters.
Perfect fitting joints for tiny boxes or large case pieces
can be produced in a variety of patterns by simply
changing the adjustable guide fingers.  Wooden pieces
are clamped into the jig quickly and easily with the
cam- action  clamps which can be adjusted for differ-
ent stock thickness in seconds, or used to repeat the
same clamp tension instantly.  Through or half blind
dovetails can be easily set up by simply flipping the
finger assembly over.  Jigs are meticulously engi-
neered, constructed of die-cast alloy, heavy aluminum
and steel.  Accepts boards up to 24” wide.  Maximum
pin thickness 1 ¼”.  Jig includes one ¼” x 8° carbide
dovetail cutter, one 5/16” x 1” carbide straight cutter
with ¼” shank, and instruction manual.
Additional uses suggested by Leigh are:  finger joints,
multiple splines, shelf-hole drilling and notching.
Kelley Kirtz will demonstrate how to use the jig at a
future meeting.   KK

Trip - Continued from page 1.

enough folks for the trip, we'll take reservations and
collect money in early February.  There is a signup sheet
on the RWEB Woodworking homepage if you would like
to register your interest right away.  We'll have some sort
of notice for everyone when we're ready to take reserva-
tions.  Roger, Larry, and I did the tour over the holidays
and had a great time!   KK

Member Donation to the Guild - Brad Hess  has
recently donated his past issues of "Fine Homebuilding"
to the Guild library.  Currently; available issues are
Aug./Sept. 95 through Nov. 97.  These appear to be
oriented to home construction but also include articles on
tool evaluations, products, techniques, etc.  There is an
annual index available (identified by “INDEX” on the
spine of the Dec. issues.  While Brad has “donated” these
to the guild, he requests the opportunity to retain access
to them should he have need of one. These magazines may
be found in the library cabinet at the guard station in 105.
Please use the checkout sheets when borrowing these (and
other materials). Thanks Brad!!!

Visit These sites on the
World Wide Web ...

Meredith Publishing - Wood Magazine
http://www.woodmagazine.com/

August Home - WoodSmith Magazine & WoodStore
http://www.augusthome.com/woodnet.htm

Go to our Woodworkers Site and click on
“Related WWW Sites”

Sorry about the row-resolution picture - ed.

Library - Continued from page 2.
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CWG Web Site
By: Larry Tjaden

I’m having a real good time cooking-up cool
features for our web pages.  We have received
many comments that communications is an im-
portant part of a club and that the web is well
used.  I hope it is informative and useful.  Any
good ideas?  Send them to me.

boxes.  Marlan brought several examples of partially
assembled and completed boxes as well as multi-species
laminated wood samples.  Using laminated woods of
different color and grain is one secret behind  what
provides the special character to these creations.  He
noted that the selection of joinery, lumber, and hardware
are the woodworkers most important things to consider
when designing a box.  The members thanked Marlan for
sharing his knowledge with them.  We then watched an
informative video tape by Jim Cummins on the same
subject.   KK

Welcome New Members!
The following members have recently joined the Guild:
♦ Jerry Roland
♦ George Saul
We hope to see you at the next meeting ...

December Meeting - Continued from page 1.

Router Workshop a Success - The Collins Woodwork-
ers Guild’s November meeting was on Saturday morning
the 29th.  This was the first time we had a meeting on a
Saturday morning.  Rob West was our guest speaker.
Rob, along with his wife Debbie and son Brett, were here
representing the PBS television series Router Workshop.
He gave us a program on router techniques centered
around a table-mounted router and a number of ingenuus
jigs and fixtures.  This line of tools is developed by
woodworker-craftsman Bob Rosendahl.  Rob demon-
strated making rabbit, datos, dovetails, box joints, and
raised panels.  Debbie and Brett assisted us in making
our purchases of the package deals and discounts
made available for Guild members.  A buffet
lunch, provided by Larry Tjaden and Roger
Thompson, was ready following the program.
Rob and Debbie gave away four door-prizes in-
cluding two Router Workshop books, a set of
brass setup blocks in a wooden holder, and a
cupboard plans/hardware package.  The winners
were Bill Barvinek, Jim McCollum, Wayne Wal-
ter, and Al Willenborg.  The Wests offered to do
a second Router Workshop for the Guild later this
summer.  More than fifty Guild members and
guests attended this Saturday workshop.  A very
big thank you to Larry Tjaden and sons Aaron
and Alex for the use of their cabinet shop and
hospitality.

Toys for Tots - Many thanks to the members who
contributed material and their skills to produce wooden
toys for our Guild’s Christmas project.  The toys were
brought to the November meeting and put on display …
and quite a sight is was.  We have some very generous
members.  This year it was determined that the toys be
distributed through the U.S. Marine Corps’ Toys for
Tots Program.  It was noted that next year we might join
with Rockwell’s Christmas Family program by making
our toys available if the family has small children in need
of a special hand-made toy.

Collins Woodworkers Guild
Officers and Executive Committee

President:
Jim McCollum 5-3067 jhmccoll@collins,rocwell.com

Vice President:
Roger Thompson 5-2211

Budget Committee
Kelley Kirtz 5-3554 klkirtz@collins.rocwell.com
Wayne Hanson 5-5893 wghanson@cacd.rockwell.com
President & VP

Planning Committee:
Dennis Beaman 5-1838 dcbeaman@collins.rockwell.com
Gerry Showman 5-4513 glshowma@collins.rockwell.com
President & VP

Library:
Larry Lacy 5-8471 ldlacy@collins.rockwell.com

Knot Knews & Web Page:
Larry Tjaden 5-8024 ldtjaden@cacd.rockwell.com

Toys Committee:
Curt Brown 393-5752
Dean Robison 5-1981 fdrobiso@collins.rockwell.com

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to all
Rockwell Collins, Inc. Employees and Retirees.

Everyone is Welcome at our Meetings.
Yearly Dues, Renewed in September, are $10.
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For Sale
I recently purchased a new cabinet saw, and would like to
sell my old table saw.  It started life as a Sears cast iron
10" table saw.  I have added extension tables on both
sides of the saw (about 18" on the left and 48" on the
right), and one of Larry Hoff's famous Biesmeyer-clone
fences (completely indistinguishable from the real thing,
some of the parts are even from Biesmeyer).  The fence
allows rips to 50" to the right of the blade.  I have also
added a dust collection port to the bottom.  In addition, I
have added the anti-vibration red link-belt and cast iron
pulleys to the system.  To top it all off, the whole thing is
on a mobile base (the saw and extension tables move as
one unit on a very sturdy base).  I am looking for $500
(or make an offer).

Steve Maher
848-3177 (home)
295-1547 (work)

Tool Shopping
By: Roger Thompson

Check at Home First - Having sold my table saw, I was
in the market for a replacement.  I knew I wanted an
up-scale contractor’s table saw.  I also wanted cast iron
leaves and an extended table on the right side.  Delta has
such a saw being promoted as the Z package with a $50
rebate.  It included a 30 inch Unifence.
Tool Crib of the North and A-1 catalog stores quoted a
price of $799 after the $50 rebate.  With this price as a
guideline I shopped-around locally by telephone to see if
I could buy this saw for a price close to the discounted
catalog prices.
I first called Kel-Welco in Iowa City.  I was given a
quote of $799 plus the $50 rebate.  This made the final
cost $749.  I then called Puckett’s and got a quote of
$869.  When told that I was a Rockwell Woodworks
Guild member $10 was taken-off, making it $859 plus
the rebate for a final cost of $809.  Janda’s gave me a
price of $806 plus the rebate for a final cost of $756.  I
told John I would buy the saw for that price and not
haggle over $7 when I could buy it at home.  John
insisted on reducing the price by the $7.
Check at home before you buy … I am glad I did!

Future Meeting Topics
(Some dates scheduled ... most not)

January
Matt VerSteeg, Saw and Tool Sharpening

February
Steve Maher, Jig and Fixture Building

March
John Kleckor, Janda’s Tool Center Open House

April
Marlan Modrow, Fancy Box Building (return)

May
Field Trip To Des Moines

June
Timbergreen Farm - Springgreen, WI
Band Saw Mill Demonstration

? Sharpening Plane Irons, Chisels, etc.
? Scroll Saw Demonstration
? Router Workshop, Rob West (return)
? Cabinet Making, Dave Huovinen

September
Membership Drive, Election of Officers
Show-N-Tell, Pizza & Pop

Any More Ideas for a Meeting Topic?
Give them to Roger Thompson 124-100 5-2211

Janda’s - Roger Thompson talked with John, the store
manager at Janda’s Tool Center, about not being open
on Saturdays.  Several people have commented to Roger
about not being able to shop there on weekends.  These
people are taking their business somewhere else.  John
told him, “It just has never been profitable for Janda’s to
remain open on Saturdays.”  However, they are now
open until 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Request for Articles
Upon becoming the new editor of Knot Knews, I can
quickly see a requirement for member and wood-related
story material.  Any member with a story to tell or a
message to relate can help me fill these pages.  Also, if
you have an item to sell, or want; write it up and send it
to me.  If you find something cool on the World Wide
Web give me the URL and I’ll down-load and print it.
I have arbitrarily set a deadline of two weeks before each
meeting to allow assembly, editing, proofing, copying,
mailing, and - most importantly - time for you to read.

Larry Tjaden 124-317
ldtjaden@cacd.rockwell.com (work)
larry@tjaden.net (Home)
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Bill Barvinek 288 28th Ave. SW Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

Ed MKalous 2525 2nd Ave. Marion, IA 52302

Roman Schuh 3005 18th Ave. Marion, IA 52302

Wayne Walter 1315 14th St. Marion, IA 52302

John Wheeler 1213 Rainbow Blvd Hiawatha, IA 52233

Steve Ackerman 137-125

Don Barrett 137-146

Bill Barvinek 106-132

Dennis Beaman 106-181

Rich Beckett 127-150

Fred Benson 124-216

Ken Bodensteiner 137-125

Curt Brown 139-132

Mark Clark 106-193

Ray Collins 108-104

Gary Crow 124-317

Don Eiler 111-100

Scott Ervin 124-111

Floyd Fischer 106-176

Bob Flood 107-140

Neil Foley 143-100

Thomas Foster 108-166

Joseph Gorman 106-133

David Gulick 107-140

Wayne Hanson 138-159

Theodore Hess 108-165

Dennis Hilzendager 137-141

Dave Huovinen 108-137

Lee Johnson 106-191

Kelley Kirtz 105-167

Kevin Klimes 133-111

Scott Knotts 138-149

Ron Kositzky 164-100

John Kraemer 106-183

Tom Kreel 112-103

Emil Krepcik 106-181

Larry Lacy 124-217

Curt Larson 143-100

Ken Liske 124-216

Gary Livengood 121-100

William Logan 153-100

Steve Maher 124-300

Jean Martensen 106-181

Jim Mc Collum 124-111

Richard McKinney 139-126

Randy Moyer 106-181

Marlan Modrow 124-211

Scott Nesseler 124-216

Robert Newgard 108-207

Paul Opsahl 108-207

Dan Ortz 106-132

Jim Parent 124-317

Julie Peterson 124-203

Robert A. Philipps 137-134

Terry Randall 124-300

Steven Robertson 106-132

Dean Robison 106-181

Jerry Roland 137-125

Paul Salamon 112-111

Dave Sampson 124-313

George Saul 143-100

Randy Schons 145-100

William Schultz 105-101

Larry Scott 108-165

Peter Sheyko 109-127

Gerry Showman 139-125

Rod Simonson 106-176

Ed Sokoloski 106-176

Roger Thompson 124-100

Dave Tiedeman 124-111

Larry Tjaden 124-317

Kathie A. Waite 106-183

Dave Wetzel 105-101

Al Willenborg 105-175

David C. Yeoman 124-111

Jim B. Young 107-140

Knot Knews Distribution

Knot Knews
Is published monthly by the
Collins Woodworkers Guild
400 Collins Road NE
Cedar Rapids, IA  52498
MS 124-317
Attn: Larry Tjaden


