
machines for making 

pocket holes.  Tuesday we 

will hear from Kreg’s local 

representative and learn 

how these work.  I’ve 

never used pocket hole 

techniques so I’m looking 

foreword to hearing what 

I’m missing.  

 

Kreg also makes several 

industrial machines for 

using pocket hole tech-

niques on an industrial 

scale.   

We have a lot of options 

for joining wood.  All of 

the different techniques 

have a place.  

We are going to 

get to learn 

something about 

pocket hole join-

ery at our next 

meeting. 

 

Pocket holes are concep-

tually pretty simple.  You 

drill a hole at an angle 

from one board into the 

other and put in a screw.  

The technique has been 

around since the ancient 

Egyptians used it with 

dowels.    

 

We have a lot of ways to 

drill pocket holes.  You 

can just start the hole 

straight into the first 

board and as soon as it’s 

started you can angle the 

drill and finish the hole.  

You risk going through 

the front and at best the 

angle is going to be incon-

sistent.  Most people use a 

jig if they drill many 

pocket holes.  Plans have 

been published in several 

magazines for jigs.  It’s 

not a real taxing effort to 

figure one out for 

your self.   

 

There is an easier 

way.  The folks at 

Kreg make a 

whole line of jigs 

and dedicated 

Pocket Hole Joinery      
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our January meeting will 
be Tuesday the 15th at 
5:00 in the at the Fine 
Woodworkers Store 

• Pocket hole joinery dem-
onstration 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  
Bring anything made from 
recycled lumber. 



The December meeting was can-
celed.  The third Tuesday fell during 
the week before Christmas and a lot 
of people were out of town or busy 
enough that a meeting wouldn’t 
have made much sense.  I hope 
everyone had a good Christmas.   

In November we assembled the toys 
that we had started during two previ-
ous sessions at Marion High School.  

We built three dozen crayon trucks 
and a similar number of doll beds.  
Several members made the flipper 
games that we made several years ago 
and Wayne made more cell phones.   

We have a lot of people working on 
production and have that under 
control.  For the last several years 
the problem has been distribution.  
We have traditionally supplied toys 

to the HACAP families that the 
various groups ‘Adopt’ for Christ-
mas.  The coordination of that effort 
changed a few years ago and there 
has been some confusion since.   

We now deliver the toys to a couple 
of charitable organizations that then 
distribute the toys.  That works 
pretty well.   

November  Meeting                        Christmas toy assembly 
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January Project     Recycled Lumber 
There are a lot of reasons to recycle 

lumber.  Cost would be one.  Used 

wood can generally be had for haul-

ing it away.  Try that at Menards.  

More importantly than cost is that 

using lumber a second time you 

don't cut more trees and keep the 

wood out of the landfill.   

Sometimes used lumber is the only 

way to use a species.  Try to buy 

Cuban Mahogany and see how far 

you get.  Or find old growth long 

leaf pine.  Both were once plentiful 

but it was over harvested a hundred 

years ago and all that is left has been 

grown in the clear.  The growth 

rings are wide and the lumber has 

lots of knots.  The texture is wrong 

for period work.  It ‘s easy to get 

both species used.   

Recycled lumber can’t be used every-

where.  Sometimes a project just 

needs pristine, virgin wood.  Even in 

those projects you need secondary 

woods for structural pieces that 

aren’t seen.  Drawer sides can almost 

always be recycled.  Glue blocks and 

braces can be too. 

The US Forest Products laboratory 

in Madison did an engineering 

evaluation to see how practical it is 

to recycle lumber.  Wood was taken 

from a decommissioned army base 

and evaluated for structural strength 

and practicality of reuse.  As a gen-

eral rule the holes created by fasten-

ers can be treated as small knots.  

They essentially downgrade a board 

one grade.  A board that was origi-

nally #1 common (obviously soft-

woods) would then be graded as #2.  

A #3 would become economy grade.   

Look for Bulletin 212, published in 

1999. 

So how do you deal with the knots?  

The same way that you deal with any 

small knot.  You treat it as a defect 

and cur around it.  Sometimes that 

requires using short pieces or sorting 

out the biggest pieces.  A second 

choice is to fill the holes with plugs 

or plastic wood.  That’s minimizes 

the visual impact of the hole but it 

will be visible on close inspection.  

The third choice it to treat it as a 

feature of the wood and emphasize it 

with a plug of a contrasting color.  

The effect can be striking. 

So what do you do about the nails?  

Nail holes won’t wreck a saw blade 

but a nail might.  You obviously 

want to pull the nails.  Inspect the 

wood carefully.  Probe the holes and 

look for anything shiny and any 

stain that might betray metal.  A 

metal detector might help if it’s 

sensitive enough.  A stud locater 

works. 

Don’t trust your $100 Woodworker 

II blade to your skill at finding all 

the nails.  Get a cheap blade and use 

it until the wood is cleaned up.  

Band saws are forgiving and the 

blades are comparatively cheap.  

Some companies make 

“Remodeling” blades that can deal 

with metal.  They fit hand-held cir-

cular saws and cut slowly.   

Plane and joint the wood before you 

have them sharpened.   

Once the initial pass is made and 

the wood is cleaned up it works just 

like any other.  You need to take all 

of the precautions that you would 

with any other lumber. 
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can get 2 out of it.  The 
curved handled spoons take 
a piece about 2 and a half 
wide by 10 inches long and 
from 5/4 to 8/4 thick.  Ma-
ple, cherry, ash and white 
oak are ones I’ve found to 
work quite well.  Any 
closed grain wood will do 
fine.  However, I do ask that 
you not bring walnut and 
many people are sensitive to 
it. 
 
If you are planning to make 
your own spoon I would 
also suggest bringing a drill 
mounted drum sander with a 
coarse band on it (1 & ½ 
inch works well) and a 
dust mask.  If you happen 
to have a 1x42 belt sander 
please bring it along to 
help more people get a 
chance to participate. 
 
Whether you participate 
or not I think you’ll learn 
something and maybe 
even have a little fun. 
 
See you there. 

We all either cook or know 
someone who does.  Why 
not combine our passion 
for woodworking and en-
joyment of food together to 
produce some wooden 
spoons which any cook 
would love to use.  This 
month in our woodworkers 
meeting we’ll learn at least 
one way to make several 
different styles of wooden 
spoons which you’d love 
to either use for yourself or 
give as a special gift. 
 
As primarily technical peo-
ple we love to measure 
things and produce some-
thing exact.  On this pro-
ject you will have to throw 
that aside completely as 
the only measurement tools 
you will be using will be 
your eyes and fingers.  
Your eyes will tell you 
what is a pleasing shape 
and your fingers will tell 
you what needs to be re-
moved.  It’s that simple. 
 
Ask a whittler how he 
made something and he 
will invariably say some-
thing like “You start with a 
block of wood and remove 
everything that doesn’t 
look like what you want.”  
Well, making a wooden 
spoon is the same process.  

To do that we use a drill 
mounted drum sander to 
make the hollowed parts 
and a strip style belt sander 
to shape the rest.  Of course 
we will use a bandsaw or 
scrollsaw to cut out the ba-
sic shape and maybe re-
move some of the excess 
wood.  If you want a round 
handle then a lathe is the 
easiest way to make that 
part of it.  Throw in some 
sandpaper to finish it up 
and these are all the tools 
you’ll need. 
 
Please dress in something 
you don’t mind getting dirty 
in as this will be a hands on 
demonstration.  (My tools 
will have dust collection but 
it’s almost impossible to 
catch it all.)  I plan to bring 
along enough tools so that 
at least two people can be 
working at a time.  Once I 
show you the basic tech-
niques I will be able to help 
others to try making a 
spoon of their own. 
 
If you want to make your 
own spoon you will need to 
bring along a piece of wood 
to make it from.  The long 
handled spoons require a 
piece about 3” x 16” and at 
least 5/8” thick.  If you 
bring a 20” x 3” piece you 

Spoon Carving       
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our February meeting 
will be Tuesday the 19th 
at 5:00 in the at the 
Fine Woodworkers 
Store 

• Spoon carving 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  
Bring a coin bank. 



Last month we had Jim Bright-

well from Kreg talk to us about 

Pocket Hole Joinery.  A surpris-

ing number of our members 

already use pocket hole tech-

niques and the Kreg jig.  Maybe 

half of the people raised their 

hands when Jim asked how 

many of us already have a jig.   

Jim showed us several things that 

you can do with the basic jig.  

Pocket holes are a very popular 

way to make face 

frames.  The same tech-

nique can be used to 

make door frames.   

Jim showed us the Kreg 

Clamp table and their  

router table.  Kreg also 

makes several industrial 

machines to make 

January  Meeting                                         Pocket Hole Joinery 
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February Project     Coin bank 

This month we are asking everyone 

to bring in a coin bank that you 

have made.   

Have you ever made a piggy 

bank for your kids?  Built an old 

Post Office box into a bank?  

Well borrow it back from your 

kids and bring it to the meeting.  

Do they trust you with all of 

their loot?  They might want to 

empty it first.  Or make you fill it 

when you bring it back.  (Remember 

that when they want to borrow the 

car) 

Keep some of these ideas in mind 

when we make toys next Christmas. 

March project:                          A drawer 

We tend to make a lot of drawers 

and everybody has a favorite way to 

make them.  Lots of ways to make a 

drawer.  Even more ways to hang it.  

Do you use hand cut dovetails?  

Staples?  Kitchen cabinet drawers 

with slides?  Have you built a tool-

box?  Jewelry box?  If it has a drawer 

bring it in March.  If you haven’t 

made anything with a drawer you 

have a 

month - so 

get busy! 

Upcoming projects:                          A drawer 

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   
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To form the top Jim used  a 
technique called kerf bend-
ing.  He sawed a series of 
regularly spaced slots in the 
back leaving a thin layer of 
wood in front.  Then he bent 
it. 
 
It’s going to be interesting 
to hear the details.  Did he 
bend it around a form?  Did 
he need steam to keep the 
front from cracking?  Any 
chance of it springing back? 
 
Lots of questions.  Show up 
Tuesday and find out how it 
works.  

Ok, Break out your back 
issues of Wood magazine 
and look for the October 
2006 issue.  — Got it?  Oh, 
can’t find yours either, 
huh?   
 
The club might have that 
issue.  Unless someone 
already has it checked out.  
Maybe the Library down 
town.  They have a sub-
scription.   
 
Ok, get your credit card, 
Wood Magazine’s web-
page will let you download 
that one for $6.   
 

Not only can Jim find the 
issue but used it to build a  
table.  He is going to talk to 
us about building that table 
at the March meeting.  He 
might even tell us how to 
keep locate a specific issue 
of a magazine. 
 
If you take a close look at 
this table you can see that 
nothing is really straight 
and square.  No problem 
there, I can make things that 
aren’t straight or square.  In 
this case it’s not intended to 
be straight or square.   
That’s the challenge.   
 

Bow Front Table     Jim Rettig
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our March meeting will be 
Tuesday the 18th at 5:00 
in the Main plant Cafete-
ria 

• Jim Rettig:  Table built 
from plans in Wood maga-
zine 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  
Anything with a drawer. 

last maybe twenty years be-
fore you sell the house or 
your wife wants something 
different.  If you are trying 
to turn a profit building a 
cabinet you and your cus-
tomer may not think it’s 
worth the cost of hand cut 
dovetails.  Sometimes it’s 
just not worth the effort. 
 
Wood moves.  Moisture 
changes in the environment 
cause it to expand and con-
tract.  Glue doesn’t work on 
end grain.  You need to deal 

(Continued on page 2) 

Norm shows us that we can  
do anything if only we 
drop the cash on the neat-
est new power tool.  Use a 
biscuit jointer unless his 
handlers have a new toy 
they are trying to promote. 
 
Then we have the The 
Brotherhood of Really 
Righteous Woodworkers.  
They insists that all draw-
ers —and packing crates— 
be made using strictly hand 
cut dovetails.  Half blind in 
front, through in the back.  
Don’t sand the layout lines 

so everyone can tell they 
were hand cut.   
 
There is a place for that.  If 
you need to make a box that 
will last the ages it’s the 
perfect joint.  Next time I’m 
asked to build the Arc of 
the Covenant that’s exactly 
how I’ll do it. 
 
Most of the time we need a 
joint that is going to last in 
a normal home environ-
ment.  Humidity changes, 
drawers get overloaded, 
kids use them for ladders.  
In a kitchen they need to 

Drawers       



Do you have a left handed spoon?  

Last Month Perry Coffman pre-

sented his technique for carving 

spoons.  And he showed us the dif-

ferences between left and right 

handed spoons.   

Like most woodworking projects 

there are a lot of ways to accomplish 

the task  Perry uses a couple of inter-

esting techniques. He turns the 

handles on some.  A lot of his proc-

esses are based on abrasive carving.  

He uses a flexible shaft tool for 

much of it.  He also has a pneumatic 

bulb on with a cordless drill. 

A quick look on the internet shows 

that lots of people carve spoons.  

This June there is even a conference 

of spoon carvers in Minnesota. 

Besides a flexible shaft tool you can 

carve spoons using conventional 

carving tools.  Check out the coffee 

scoop here:  http://

www.pinewoodforge.com/

eating.spoons.html  It’s carved using 

a pair of pliers! 
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April Project           A project from a published 

A project built from published 

plans. 

Next month we are showing off a 

project that we have built from 

plans.  Jim built his table from plans 

he found in Wood magazine.  Sev-

eral of us do that routinely while 

others work up our own plans or 

just wing it without plans.   

Most of the woodworking  maga-

zines publishes plans and there are 

rows of books with nothing but 

projects.  If you have made anything 

from one of these sources bring it 

next month and show it off. 

March project:                          A drawer 

with both of those problems in any 
joint.  So what works?   
 
Here are some of the more popular 
construction techniques:   
 
Butt Joint.  Quick and easy but they 
are strictly end grain joints and will 
fail quickly.  Butt joints generally 
not used for drawers without rein-
forcement from nails, screws or 
dowels.  Even then end grain doesn’t 
hold nails or screws very well. 
 
Box Joint.  The box joint works well 
with modern adhesives.  It doesn’t 
have the mechanical lock like a dove-
tail but most glues hold indefinitely.  
This joint has lots of face grain glue 
surface. 
 

Biscuits:  Cross grain movement will 
eventually split out both sides of the 
joint if the biscuit more than an 
inch or so long .  As long as you 
stick with the small sizes it works 
acceptably. 
 
Half Blind Dovetails.  These have a 
bad reputation.  If you are cutting 
them with a router you need to use a  
small diameter bit.  If not, all you 
have is an end grain joint and it will 
fail.  When you hand cut them they 
won’t have the problem. 
 
Through dovetails.  Traditional 
because they work.  They’re made 
with tools that you already have and 
require very minimal skill.  They 
have a mechanical lock and plenty of 
glue area.  The only real problem is 
that they take time.  Lots of special-

ized saws, router jigs and dedicated 
machines make the process faster 
but none of them are really neces-
sary.   
 
French Dovetails.  These are about 
as French as baseball.  It’s just a 
sliding dovetail.  They work really 
well for drawer construction.   
 
Drawer Lock Joint.  This is cut with 
a specialized router bit.  It offers a 
mechanical lock but it is strictly an 
end grain joint and will eventually 
fail. 
 
Of course we have a lot of other 
ways to build a drawer.  Bring yours 
to the meeting. 

Upcoming projects:                           

April: Project from a published plan 

May: Repaired or restored antique 

June: An odd or unusual tool 

July:  Something with a door 

August:  A cutting tool that you 

made 

September: Something turned 

October: Something carved 

 

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   

 

Drawer lock joint 

Hand cut half blind dovetail 

“French” dovetail 
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Frequently the finish is disappoint-
ing. 
 
We have lots of choices.  Oils if you 
want to keep the feel of the wood.  
Polyurethane if you need some-
thing durable.  If you have the 
equipment lacquer make a durable 
finish too and only takes a few 
minutes to cure.   
 
Nothing is perfect for every applica-
tion.  Most of us know about the 
finishes we use but not much about 
the other options or application 
techniques.  Maybe John can fill in 
the missing information.   

Red Green said that “If I can do 
it, it ain’t art”.  With that as the 
standard there are a lot of artists 
around.  John definitely qualifies. 
He is an artist in the area and is 
known for his tables.  He actually 
makes a variety of things includ-
ing sculpture.  Some of his work 
is shown on his web page: 

 http://www.johnsawdust.com/.  
If you want to see his work up 
close he has a bench in the Cedar 
Rapids Museum of Art and sells 
work through the Atrium Gallery 
in St. Louis. 
 
John is going to talk to us about 
finishing.  How often do you 
spend weeks working on a project 
then wonder about what to use for 
a finish?  A lot of us settle for what 
we have on hand or what we know 
a lot about.  That may not be the 
best approach considering how 
much effort goes into a project.  

Finishing             John Schwartzkopf  
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our April meeting will 
be Tuesday the 15th at 
5:00 in the Fine Wood-
workers Store 

• John Schwartskopf 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  
Project from a pub-
lished plan. 

about it.  If you have the article 
bring that too. 

 

Last month Jim Rettig showed us 
a table that he built from an arti-
cle in Wood magazine.  Lots of us 

build from plans in books and 
magazines.  This Tuesday bring 
one of those projects and tall us 

Project from a published plan 

tools.  That’s probably right in 

some smaller, rural towns.   

There were certainly factories turn-

ing out furniture.  Planers from Fay 

& Egan were common enough.  

Sears sold millwork.  A diesel en-

gine powered  the sawmill in Solon.    

But lots of towns had a local guy 

that still worked by hand and that 

is what Robby represents.  It looks 

like a tough way to make a living 

but I would like to see it. 

Robby Peterson operates an inter-

esting business.  He builds furni-

ture using techniques and materi-

als as they were used in about 

1900.  Here is the interesting 

part:  He charges the 1900 price 

corrected for inflation.   

This guy starts with a standing 

tree and drops it with an ax.  He 

has it sawn to lumber by a con-

ventional sawmill.  (there were 

commercial sawmills in 1900) 

then works it by hand using pe-

riod appropriate joinery.   

So, have we actually become more 

efficient in the last century?  This 

guy isn’t starving to death.   

He has a shop in Story city and is 

willing to give us a tour.  He has a 

web page that shows some of his 

work: http://www.rvp1875.com/  

Anyone interested?   

You have to ask how was furniture 

actually made in 1900.  There is 

always the romantic vision of a 

rustic individual working on his 

own with nothing more than hand 

Interested in a road trip? 



In March Jim Rettig showed us how 

he built his bow front table.  Jim 

used plans he found in Wood Maga-

zine.  It has a curved front that was 

kef bent.   

By Jim’s description you need to saw 

a series of slots in the back of the 

piece about every inch.  The slots 

need to go within an eighth of an 

inch of the front.  Jim made a jig for 

his miter gauge to get them evenly 

spaced.   

He cut a bottom and a matching 

false top from plywood to an ellipse.  

Then he bent the front around a 

plywood and glued it in place with 

lots of clamps.  I would have bet that 

it would have broken before he got 

done but it didn’t.  No steam, no 

laminations.  His was made of wal-

nut, the Wood article used maple, 

both fairly stiff woods. 

His legs were sawn by drawing the 

shape on the top and one side then 

taping the pieces back in as you cut 

them out.   

His table came out looking really 

nice. 
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Observatory project update: 

Ok, Time for a vocabulary test.  
Take out a #2 lead pencil.   
 
What is the deference between a 
Lectern, a Podium and a Pulpit.  
You have 5 minutes…….. 
 
We are building a Lectern.  A lec-
tern can be used as a pulpit and it 
can sit on a podium but it doesn’t 
have to.   
 
Ehh?   
 
A podium is a raised platform.  A 
soap box. 
 
A lectern is a stand that is used for a 
speaker to hold notes and reference 
material.   
 
A pulpit is a lectern used by a Chris-
tian priest or minister. 
 
For anyone who missed the last 
meeting the local astronomy club 
has been building an observatory 
and they are about ready to start 
using it.  They have inherited the 24 
inch instrument from the University 

and have a couple of other tele-
scopes that needed a new home.   
 
They asked us to build some com-
puter desks and a lectern for their 
classroom.  Bt the middle of May.   
 
We agreed to talk about the podium 
because there is no way to do the 
rest in the timeframe and budget 
they have.  
 
We finally have a preliminary design  
for the lectern for the new observa-
tory and we can start about any time.  
If you would like to participate in 
the project speak up.   
 
I have a very crude sketch that we 
need to develop into a plan then 
build it.  It’s not complicated but it 
is going to take some thought. 
 
It is going to be oak to match of the 
rest of the woodwork and cabinets 
in the building.  It will use natural 
edged solid lumber for the front and 
sides.  The top will be open with a 
recessed shelf so that the speaker can 
uses a laptop.   

The lectern will use the natural 
edges of the log in several places and 
will be mirrored on the front by 
using consecutive boards from the 
same log.  It should be an interesting 
design.  
 
We have a little more planning and 
need to set up a build session at a 
shop that can handle several of us.  
Also need to have it complete in the 
next few weeks. 

Upcoming projects:                           

April: Project from a published plan 

May: Repaired or restored antique 

June: An odd or unusual tool 

July:  Something with a door 

August:  A cutting tool that you 

made 

September: Something turned 

October: Something carved 

 

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   
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Typically projects like this 
aren’t stained so try to keep it 
all form the same tree and the 
grain texture and color will 
match. 
 
Natural edges open up lots of 
design options that we haven’t 
been thinking about.  Use some 
imagination. 

Natural edges are becoming a 
more common design feature.  
Art people and high end 
woodworkers  have used 
them for years.  Warton 
Eshrick and George Naka-
shima used them since the 
70’s.  Lots of bowl turners 
use them. 
 
People have always worked 
with bark edged boards.  We 
usually don’t worry much 
about it in places that are hid-
den so sometimes we just 
leave it rough.  We are going 
to talk about using these 
edges as a design feature. 
 
There are a few techniques to 
using natural edges and we 
are going to talk about those 
on Tuesday.   

We have  a handful of tricks 
for dealing with boards that 
don’t start with a straight edge.  
Generally we need at least one 
straight edge and that can be 
laid out with a straight edge 
and cut with a band saw or 
handheld circular saw.  Clean 
it up with a jointer or hand 
plane. 
 
You can pick up lum-
ber with raw edges at 
the local lumber 
yards.  Menards isn’t 
going to have it.  Be-
cause you are buying 
it from the same tree 
you can use consecu-
tive boards and book 
match pieces. 
 

Working with natural edges              Joel Gillett 
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our May meeting will be 
Tuesday the 20th at 5:00 
in the Main plant Cafete-
ria 

• Joel Gillett:  Working with 
natural edged lumber. 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  A 
repaired or restored an-
tique 

never hold.  The glue doesn’t mat-
ter.   
 
So how do we fix it?  Not hard but 
you need to make a jig the same 
angle that the skirt makes with the 
back.  Cut a mortise in the skirt 
and a matching one in the leg.  Join 
them with a floating tennon and 
the chair will be good for at least a 
lifetime.   
 
So bring in the chair you have 
fixed.  Or pictures of the dresser 
that you refinished.  Ever turn a leg 
for your grandmothers kitchen 
table?  Bring it in, we would love to 
see it. 

We have all done it.  You inherit  
a chair or pick one up at an an-
tique shop.  Your wife thinks it’s 
pretty cool but it’s a little loose in 
the seat. 
 
No problem.  Any self respecting 
woodworker can deal with a loose 
joint, right?   
 
Typically an inexpensive chair 
uses a dowel joint to hold the 
skirt to the legs.  Also typically 
that joint breaks.   
 
The glue generally gets blamed.  
Sometimes people say that the 
wood shrank.  We clean the old 
glue from the joint and glue it 

again.  And it fails again.  I have 
“fixed” the chair in the picture 
three times.  It has failed each 
time.  It’s not the glue. 
 
We only really have a couple of 
rules in woodworking.  First one is 
that wood moves and we need to 
let it.  The second one is that you 
can’t glue end grain.  This second 
rule is what is causing problems 
here.  Dowels will hold in the 
apron where the grain of the dowel  
is parallel to the grain of the skirt.  
Long grain joints hold up just fine.  
The leg is a different story.  The 
only long grain is a skinny little 
strip along the edge of the dowel.  
All the rest is end grain.  It will 

May Project              Repaired or restored antique  



John Schwartzkopf does some inter-
esting work and the finishing on the 
pieces that we looked at was great.  
He talked about surface preparation, 
finishing products that he uses and 
how those are applied.   

John uses woods that some of would 
pass on.  Bamboo panels and hard-
woods that have splits and cracks 
that would provide some of us with 
firewood.  He uses these “defects” as 
design features.  To fill large cracks 
he uses either clear or colored epoxy.  

He says that generally woodworkers 
spend too much effort sanding.  He 
uses #80 followed by #120 and 
quits.  After he cleans up the dust he 
uses Waterlox applied with a foam 
brush.  Before it dries he wipes it off 
with regular paper shop rags like you 
get at  automotive supply places.  He 
sands between coats and lays down 
five or six coats.  It sounds way too 
simple but I need to give it  a try. 

He uses urethane in places that see a 
lot of wear like table tops.  It sounds 
like he uses the same application 
technique there too.   

This seems to give an obviously fin-
ished surface but keeps the texture 
of the wood.  All of the examples 
that he brought used open grained 
woods.  The finish technique pre-
served the texture of the wood.  The 
pores in the wood were clearly visi-
ble.  It looked great but if you need a 
smooth, glass clear surface you may 
need lots of coats.   
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Lectern Project            

We have a good start on the lectern 

for the new observatory.  They set-

tled on a design using natural edged 

white oak.  The major subassemblies 

are complete and we are down to 

sanding them out and cutting joints.  

We will be sending out a notice 

when we get some shop time set up.  

Please come help us wrap this one 

up. 

April project:            Anything built from a published plan 

Our April project was anything that 

we built form published plans.  We 

all get woodworking magazines and 

have access to books that print 

plans.  In April we brought in some 

of those projects.   

Upcoming projects:                           

June: An odd or unusual tool 

July:  Something with a door 

August:  A cutting tool that you 

made 

September: Something turned 

October: Something carved 

 

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   

 
“French” dovetail 
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so well.  Clean the blood off 
first but we want to hear 
about it. 

  

Ok, you’re on the hook this 
month.  You have the pro-
gram and you are going to 
talk about router bits.  See 
what you get when you 
skip the planning meet-
ing... 

Bring your best - and worst 
router bits. Do you have a 
favorite brand? Do you 
have something that you 
created with your router?  
How about a picture frame 
or a really wild molding? 
How many bits did you 
use? Have a lead-screw 
height adjuster? A fixture 
that works?   

How about a disaster with 

a router.  What’s to go 
wrong with spinning a little 
piece of steel and carbide 
at 25,000 rpm?  Ever wing 
a bit across the shop?  Tell 
us about it.   

You built a router jig that 
worked great.  Bring that 
too.  Also bring the one that  

seemed like a good idea at 
the time but didn’t work out 

Router Bit Roundup                   You! 
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our June meeting will 
be Tuesday the 17th at 
5:00 in the Main plant 
Cafeteria 

• Router bit roundup. 

• Door Prizes!!   

• Project of the month:  
An odd or unusual tool 

split leather drive belts.  Not 
woodworking tools at all but 
look like they should be. 
 
So bring the stuff in the bot-
tom of that box.  Maybe some-
one can figure out that you 
have a bearing scraper or the 
drill for tapping maple trees for 
syrup.   

See what happens when you 
bid on a box of stuff when you 
just want that one kind of cool 
level that you can see on the 
top?  I mean it was cheap 
enough.  And the only other 
guy that might bid at all 
brought his wife to the auc-
tion.  He should know better.   
 
Now you have to haul the box 
home and when you neighbor 
asks what the odd thing at the 
bottom is you need a good 
answer.  Problem is that you 
really don’t know.  It has a 
cutter and it looks like the end 

fits in an old hand brace.  
What do you suppose the 
chain is for? 
 
People have been making 
woodworking tools since they 
dragged their knuckles on the 
ground.  There have been lots 
of things tried and you have 
one the artifacts in the box.  
Besides there are lots of special-
ized tools for related trades like 
coopers and wheelwrights that 
all have specific tasks.  Then 
there is the hand plane that is 
made to shave ice and the 
thing that millwrights use to 

June Project                        Unusual tools 



In May we talked about preserv-
ing the natural edges of the log 
as a design feature in our pro-
jects.   
 
People have always worked 
with bark edged boards.  We 
usually don’t worry much about 
it in places that are hidden so 
sometimes we just leave it 
rough.  We discussed using 
these edges as a design feature. 
 
Lots of us have turned natural 
edged bowls.  They are a feature 
in every woodworking maga-
zine.  So we focused the discus-
sion on the  
 
We talked about using boards 
that were cut consecutively 
from the log.  You can play a lot 
of games with symmetry similar 
to the way you can with veneer.  
Book matching has its counter 
part.    
 
We have  a handful of tricks for 
dealing with boards that don’t 

start with a straight 
edge.  Generally we 
need at least one 
straight edge and that 
can be laid out with a 
straight edge and cut 
with a band saw or 
handheld circular saw.  
Clean it up with a 
jointer or hand plane. 
 
You can pick up lumber 
with raw edges at the 
local sawmills.    Menards isn’t 
any help but Allan Root is.  
Taking them a whole log works, 
then you get a lot of lumber that 
matches.   
 
Typically projects like this 
aren’t stained so try to keep it 
all form the same tree and the 
grain texture and color will 
match. 
 
You have to be careful because 
these projects can take a “rustic” 
feel if you don’t pay attention.   
 

On the other extreme you can’t 
plan these projects down to the 
last decimal place.  Like the 
disclaimer says, “this is a natu-
ral product.  Variations in color, 
texture and pattern are not de-
fects”. 
 
Natural edges open up lots of 
design options that we haven’t 
been thinking about.  Use some 
imagination. 
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May project:            Repaired or restored antique 

We have a couple of very patient 
people in the group.  Several have 
salvaged something that was in the 
shed for years and made it look 
great.   
 
I learned a few things.  First, Be 
careful of curved glass doors.  There 
are adds in magazines offering to 
replace the glass so I knew that it 
could be had but it’s apparently 
quite expensive. 
 

Second, Fretwork, carvings and 
moldings time to clean up.  What do 
you bet the guy who painted it 
thought he was doing a good thing.  
A couple of guys probably have a 
different thought after taking hours 
with a dental tool digging it out 
piece at a time. 
 
Third, cigarette burns just don’t 
come out.  Another reason to quit 
smoking. 
 

A couple of us were less patient.  
Some of the restorations took less 
than a weekend.  Those were smaller 
projects with fewer problems.  For 
the most part they came out really 
well too. 
 

Upcoming projects:                           

July:  Something with a door 

August:  A cutting tool that you 

made 

September: Something turned 

October: Something carved 

November: Gift ideas:  Small pro-

jects that you have given as gifts. 

December:?? 

January:  Cut to length, beat to fit, 

paint to match.   

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   
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We are holding out annual 
picnic this Tuesday.  The 
weather is supposed to be 
great.  Bring whatever you 
would bring to a picnic. 

The Guild is providing most 
of the food so bring what ever 
you wan to share.   

Families are welcome.   

Larry Tjaden is taking a head-
count so we have roughly the 
right amount of food.  Please 
c o n t a c t  L a r r y  a t 

ldtjaden@rockwellcollins.com 
or 263-0202. 

Picnic   

July,  2008 

Volume 14, Issue 7 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOOWDOEKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

• Our July meeting will be 
Tuesday the 14th at 
5:00 in the Noelridge 
pavilion. 

• Picnic 

• Door Prizes!!   

 

COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD
PICNIC

JULY 15TH, 5:00  NOELRIDGE PAVILION
3 BLOCKS NORTH OF 42ND ON GOLF STREET

THE GUILD IS PROVIDING:
HAMBURGERS
BRATS
POTATO SALAD
POP

BRING ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE.

FAMILIES ARE WELCOME!



Last month we had an active 
discussion of routers, router 
jigs and bits.   

We learned a few this.  First, 
Sears sold a terrific number 
of high speed bit sets.  We 
all had one.  Cheap bits in a 
cute little red plastic case.  
Some of us older guys got 
them new when we bought a 
router but the younger guys 

had to get theirs at garage 
sales.  None of the bits are 
all that useful.  The concept 

is good.  They have useful 
profiles and sizes of straight 
bits that we can use but the 
bits dull after  a few feet of 
cut and start burning the 
wood.  After that we all 
bought a little better bits 
and the red case was con-
fined to a drawer. 

A couple of the 
members brought 
jigs that they made.  
Jigs are really what 
makes the router a 
useful tool.  It’s very 
difficult to freehand a 
router and impossi-
ble to make a 
straight cut without 
an edge or jig.  We 
also saw a jig to 
make matching parts 
for a baby cradle.  
We also saw a jig to 
use a router to 
“carve” a pattern to 
match an antique 
desk.  The router mounted 
on a pivoting platform to cut 
the shape . 
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June project:              Odd or unusual tool 

We only had one odd tool 
other than some of the 
router bits.  The tool was a 
chain drill chuck.  It’s used 
with a hand brace to make 
holes in material where you  
can’t use a conventional au-
ger bit.  The chain is 

wrapped around the piece 
and the chain is tightened 
as the brace is cranked.  
It was used mainly for 
drilling steel with a twist 
bit when you couldn’t lean 
on the brace. 

Upcoming projects:                           

July:  Something with a door 

August:  A cutting tool that you 

made 

September: Something turned 

October: Something carved 

November: Gift ideas:  Small pro-

jects that you have given as gifts. 

December:?? 

January:  Cut to length, beat to fit, 

paint to match.   

We need some ideas for new pro-

jects.  Here is an opportunity to 

show off something that you have 

made.  Suggest it as a project of the 

month.   
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available blade. 

Metal shaves are essentially 
short plane.  You generally use 
them on convex curves or rela-
tively flat surfaces.   

Finally there is the scraper ver-
sion.  Like a card scraper you 
use it when everything else 
tears out the grain.  You make 
scraper shaves using a scrap 
saw blade.   

We will get a chance  to look at 
all of these Tuesday and spend 
time making shavings with 
each one. 

Lots of times we fight to get a 
curve to look right.  It’s called 
“fairing” a curve.  It would be 
nice if we could just take a 
cut with the band-saw and 
clean it up with sandpaper.  It 
doesn’t generally doesn’t 
work that way. 

The conventional way to fair 
a curve is with a  spoke 
shave.  Like a pencil or a 
pocket knife there is no 
equivalent power tool.  Fortu-
nately they are not expensive 
pretty simple to use. 

Spoke shaves have been 

around for centuries.  As the 
name implies you could use 
one to shave spokes if you 
were making a wooden wheel.  
Great if you want to make a 
wheel but all we want to do is 
clean up a curve. 

There are at least three differ-
ent kinds and they all work a 
little differently.  First is usu-
ally just called a wooden 
shave.  It’s a blade set into a 
wooden stock at a really flat 
angle.  It’s easy to use and can 
be shaped to work into a tight 
curve.  You can make them 
yourself with a  commonly 

Spoke shave     Joel Gillett 
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our October meeting will 
be Tuesday the 21st at 
the Fine Woodworkers 
Store. 

• Joel Gillett will show us 
how to use spokeshaves. 

• Door Prizes!!   

 

Then we ate pizza. 

We are glad that Brian and 
Perry agreed to step into the 
leadership rolls.  Organizations 
like this always work more 
effectively when there is a 
steady stream of new ideas. 

Elections in our organization 
work a little differently than 
their national counterpart.  
The word is “railroading”.  
None of the nastiness.  Civi-
lized would describe the proc-
ess.  Bryan Wesner and Perry 
Coffman agreed to accept the 
pres ident’s  and vice-
president's responsibilities 
and the rest of us agreed to let 
them. 

Wayne Hanson 
agreed to keep the 
treasure's job, the 
only one that actu-
ally demands sig-
nificant effort.  No-
body wanted to ar-
gue about that. 

September Meeting         Elections 



Who knew??  It looks like we 
have lots of turners in the or-
ganization.  Mostly pretty tal-
ented.  We had lots of projects 
in September.  Everything from 
hair sticks to chessmen.  Pens, 
bowls, lidded vessels, candle 
sticks, lots of variety. 

We had several requests for a 
general “intro to turning” ses-
sion.  We have a turning club in 

the community that is holding 
an 

open session that we can attend.  
That would be a great place to 
start.  That’s going to be next 
Saturday (October 28th) at the 
Fine Woodworkers Store from 
9:00 to 2:00.   

After a session with someone 
who knows what they are doing 
you need to spend some time 
playing with the lathe.  It’s a 
nice way to spend an afternoon. 

   

  

September  Project      Something turned 
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Upcoming projects:                           

November: Gift ideas:  Small 
projects that you have given 
as gifts. 

December: No meeting 

January:  New-years resolu-
tion, an unfinished project 

February:  Something roman-
tic. 

March: Anything with a door.  

April:  Cut to length, beat to 
fit, paint to match.  

 

We need some ideas for new 
projects.  Here is an opportu-
nity to show off something 
that you have made.  Sug-
gest it as a project of the 
month.   

 

October  Project       Something carved 

A surprising number of us 
brought turned projects last 
month.  This time we are look-
ing for things that you have  
carved.  Probably fewer of us 
carve than turn but lets take a 
look at what you have.  

Carving doesn’t necessarily 
require a lot of tools.  A terrific 
amount of work has been done 
with a pocket knife.  Chip carv-
ing only takes a couple of 
knives.   

Traditional carving takes a se-
lection of chisels and gauges.  
Which of these tools you need 

depend on what you’re carving.  
You could have hundreds of 
tools that all do different things.   

If you’re a power tool addict 
there no end to the tools either.  
Take a look at the abrasive sys-
tem that Perry uses to make 
spoons.  That company makes 

chainsaw blades 
that attach to 
hand held grind-
ers.  You use 
them to hog off 
lots of material 
on large pro-
jects.  Several 

companies make rotary tools 
that work about a like a dental 
tool with a rotary burr.  (Dremel 
tool).  Fordam and several oth-
ers make reciprocating tools.   

There is clearly more to carving 
than tools.  We have a very ac-
tive carving organization here in 
town.  They have a website at:                                          
www.cedarvalleywoodcarvers.c
om/.  Lots of people in the or-
ganization are willing to help.  
The best way to learn is to just 
sit down with a sharp knife and 
a piece of wood and try it.    

Some if us have carved spoons 
(Perry for one).  Some of us 
have probably carved parts for 
furniture.  If you haven’t tried 
carving yet give it a shot.   

So if you have done a little carv-
ing bring it and show us.  It’s 
always interesting to see. 
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a curved blade.  It’s the tool 
traditionally used for hollowing 
bowls and dishing out chair 
seats.   

We played with a selection of 
traditional spokeshaves includ-
ing Dave’s Stanley and Perry’s 
wooden shave.  We also 
worked a flat and a curved 
scraper type.   

So how many ways can you 
think of to attach two handles 
to a blade to make a cutting 
tool?  Turns out that there are 
lots.   

Last month we had the oppor-
tunity to try out a variety of 
tools.  We had a selection of 
spoke shaves.  A couple of 
traditional wooden shaves, 
three Stanley metal designs, 
and a pair of scraper types.  
Perry brought in a really nice 
inshave, a wooden spoke 
shave and a drawknife.  Dave 
Wetsel had a Stanley spoke 
shave. 

These aren’t tools that you use 
for fine joinery.  They clean up 

surfaces and refine curves.    

These are traditional tools but 
they all can be bought new.  
Except for the metal spoke 
shave they are easy enough to 
make.   

Sometimes we think of a 
drawknife as a roughing tool 
and it performs well in that 
roll but it can cut a very fine 
shaving if it’s sharp.  Some 
people use it to hack like an ax 
but it works best by taking 
long even strokes. 

An inshave is a drawknife with 

October Meeting         Spokeshaves 

The elves are at it again.  
Over the last couple of weeks 
several members of the or-
ganization have been working 
at Marion High School.   

We now have bodies for 32 
crayon trucks and more 
pieces for “Flipper Game” 
than I care to count.  John 
volunteered to engrave the 
keys.  Maybe he should have 
seen that big box of keys be-
fore he spoke up…. 

We need to finish the whole 
process up this Tuesday.  We 
have 128 wheels to attach.  If 
John finishes the keys there 
will be several hundred parts 
to for a dozen or more games. 

Wayne Hanson is making his 
cell phones again this year.  
They are always very popular. 

Come and help us wrap up the 
effort.  If we have a good crew 
it won’t take all that long. 

Toy Build     

November,  2008 
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Meeting Notice: 

• Our November meeting 
will be Tuesday the 18th 
in the Main Plant Cafe-
teria. 

• We will be finishing off 
the toy build 

• November project:  Gift 
ideas:  Small projects 
that you have given as 
gifts. 

• Door Prizes!!   



We all make projects as gifts for 
friends and relatives.  It’s one of 
the reasons we work with wood.  
Some of the ideas are pretty 

cool and we want to hear about 
it.  You probably can’t get the 
actual project anymore, after all 
you gave it away.  Did you take 

a picture?  Still have the plan?  
Bring it in and tell us about it. 

Upcoming projects:                           

December: No meeting 

January:  New-years resolu-
tion, an unfinished project 

February:  Something roman-
tic. 

March: Anything with a door.  

April:  Cut to length, beat to 
fit, paint to match.  

 

We need some ideas for new 
projects.  Here is an opportu-
nity to show off something 
that you have made.  Sug-
gest it as a project of the 
month.   

October  Project       Something carved 

We have a few carvers in the 
group or at least have tried a 
few projects.  From a couple of 

tie clasps to waterfowl they 
were all pretty neat.  The only 
project that captured on film 

was this duck and 
he was hiding. 

   

  

November  Project      Gift Ideas 

Indian Creek Nature Center Woodworking Projects 
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Like many areas near the Cedar 
River, the Indian Creek Nature 
Center sustained significant 
flood damage this past June. 
The Rockwell Collins Wood-
workers Guild constructed a 
large corner cabinet that con-
tains an impressive wetlands 
display ten years ago. It was in 
the lower section of the display 
barn that was flooded by a cou-
ple feet of water. The quality 
plywood and hardwoods of this 
cabinet handled the flood water 
damage better that most materi-
als, but it still needs some re-
work on the lower section. 

This lower display room has 
been gutted and is currently 
being rebuilt. The wetlands dis-
play is huge and very difficult to 
move with the large glassed-in 
display spanning the cabinets. 
There is dust trapped inside 
from the room cleanup and the 
glass will need to be removed. 
This would be the best time to 
make flood repairs to the bottom 
cabinet and to add some Teflon 

slides or casters under the unit 
so that it can be moved when 
desired. 

There are plans to hang  the 
large ICNC 3D map, that was 
formerly displayed horizontally 
in the room, vertically on the 
wall. We are working on the 
placement of new studs in the 
wall to hold up the ICNC map. 
The map cannot be placed on 
the wall until the new wall con-
struction is complete. 

Additional / smaller woodwork-
ing projects. 

Now that the rebuild process has 
started, a number of other, 
smaller projects that woodworks 
could construct have been iden-
tified. 

Figure 1 shows the existing In-
dian display background with 
supporting cabinet and overhead 
light. The bottom of the display 
that completes the scene is 

shown in Figure 2. 

The Indian Creek Nature Center 
would like a base cabinet to be 
built for the display. The display 
would then be enclosed and set 
on the base cabinet. The unit 
should be wide enough to in-
clude display shelves on the left 
side. The upper portion would 
also have a glass or Plexiglas 
cover to keep out dust and hand 
contact. 

Figure 1.  

Indian Display with Stone 
Mashing Bowl.  

Figure 2.  

Bottom Insert for Indian Display. 
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Indian Creek Nature Center Woodworking Projects (Continued) 

Another display and base cabinet needs to 
be constructed around the existing prairie 
grass display shown in figure 3. This trian-
gular piece also requires a glass cover or 
Plexiglas, bent at 90°. The display case 

would be finished separately as a totally 
enclosed portable unit. It sets on a separate 
triangular storage cabinet that also has cas-
tors for mobility. 

The final project on the current wish list is 
a shelf enclosure / display for the Indian 
wicker beehive shown in Figure 4.  This 
beehive needs a display area and, the Indian 
Creek Nature Center believes the shelves in 
the center of the bookcase, shown in Figure 
5, would make a good home for this bee-
hive. 

The proposed solution is to build two ex-
tended shelves, display top and bottom, 
with rails added in the bookcase to prevent 
them from tipping. A straight front with 

Plexiglas at the front would be acceptable, 
but a curved front with curved Plexiglas 
held in a groove would be preferred. 

ICNC has offered the Woodworkers Guild 
a storage building to lock up a truck with 
our tools if we need this. We also have a 
heated area to work in when needed. The 
club’s interest in doing this work will be 
determined at the Nov 18 meeting. 

 

Ray Collins and Dave Huovinen 

Figure 3.  

Native Prairie Grass Display. 

Figure 4.  

Indian Wicker Beehive.  

Figure 5.  

Current Bookcase and future home for Wicker beehive. 
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