
Ray just spent several months building book cas-
es for the Marion Heritage Center.  They had 
asked Rockwell Collins Retiree Volunteers 
(RCRV) if they could build some notebook stor-
age for them in June '13.  Ray was there as visitor 
at the meeting and volunteered to find out more.   

They needed to store over 250 notebooks that 
contain a complete history of Marion/Cedar Rap-
ids area. 

He proposed building individual units that could 
be constructed in his shop and delivered to MHC.  
They were fine with that and so planning began. 
Thankfully a couple other CWG members, 

Ed Kalous, and Wayne Hanson volunteered to 
help or he would still be working on the project. 

Ray will discuss the planning, materials and basic 
construction techniques used for the shelves as 
well as the many trade-offs and lessons learned 

along the way.  It all started slowly but the plan-
ning paid off with delivery of the 5th and final unit 

(Continued on page 2) 
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January project    How I Spent the Christmas Break 

My family includes a bunch of woodworkers and 
quilters.  When we get together the men tend to 
congregate in shops or construction sites to ex-
amine the latest project or disaster.  The women 
will check out the quilt shops.  This yeas was no 
different. 

When the women hit the quilt shops my cousin 
suggested we check out a used woodworking tool 
dealer near his place. None of the rest of us had 
ever been there.  Next time you’re in Nebraska 
take a look.  It’s called Nebraska Tool (http://
www.nebraskatool.com/) and it’s an hour south-
west of Omaha, not far from Lincoln.  It’s on a 
farm that has several buildings filled to overflow-
ing with used woodworking tools.  Some really 
large industrial stuff (need a huge edgebander?) 
but a lot  of things that we would all love to have 
in our shops at home.  He has a dozen Unisaws 
and two dozen dust collectors.  Prices are all the 
way from pretty good to down right cheap.   

To get to the back of a building you need to crawl 

over the stuff on front.  I sorted  out a dust collec-
tor I could use and got it loaded.   We walked past 
his iron pile and I saw an ancient Crescent jointer 
that was going to scrap.  The tables were straight 
and it had a round head so it’s at least possible to 
resurrect it.  He was selling it by the pound.  I had 
him load that up too. 

My wife’s comment was went along the line of: 
“you already have a jointer, right?”.  Sure.  “Does 
this one do something that yours won’t?”  Well no.  
“So??”  It’s cool.  “It’s big and rusty”.  She forgot 
to mention heavy.  There is no way to win these 
things and she was gracious enough to let it drop.  
And help move it to our car.   

Maybe I will have it cleaned up and running be-
fore next Christmas. 

Ok, now you know my adventure.  We want to 
know about yours.  Did you build anything?  Go 
anywhere? Get a new toy?  How about a rusty 
one?  Let us see it. 

500 pounds of rusty iron 

http://www.nebraskatool.com/favicon.ico�
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in mid November.  

Finger Jointed Boxes  
Steve has talked with us about building finger jointed boxes at 
previous meetings.  He’s made another batch and is planning to 

show us how they came out.  These sound interesting.  He made 
a jig so the fingers line up with the slots and everything comes 
out even.  We can take a look at that too. 
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November Meeting:        Toy Build Wrap up 

It seems like a long time sense our last meeting.  We didn’t hold a meet-

ing in December so it’s been a while.   

In November we wrapped up the toy build.  Several of our members 

spent two evenings in the Marion High School Industrial Technology shop 

getting things ready and we finished it off at the meeting.   

The toys were distributed to the local hospitals and given to children who 

were in close to Christmas.   

The project in November was something that you made for a class.   

 



February:  Put a lid on it - Projects with a 
top. 

March:  Now that’s different:  Unusual tools 

April:  Softwoods. 

May: Your oldest tool. 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        
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Oh man what a day!  Lumber hauling trips 

are always enjoyable and this was no ex-

ception.  A bunch of us went to Amana to 

pick up the wood we had ordered.  It’s the 

same mill we toured when we went 

through the Amana Furniture store. 

 

The forester offered 

us a very good deal 

on everything they 

had in stock.  

Spalted maple, 

quarter sawn oak 

and sycamore, 

grade sawn oak, paint grade maple; a wide selection and 

very good prices and only a half hour away. 

They were very generous with the measurements and the 

wood was mostly flawless.  We drove away with pickups 

and SUVs full.  Suspension down to the frame and tires 

bulging.  The only thing lighter when we left were our wal-

lets. 

Group lumber buy    
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Steve Geurts was planning to talk with us about 
building finger jointed boxes at the last meeting 
but that didn’t work out.  He made a jig so the 
fingers line up with the slots and everything 
comes out even.  He’s is going to show us how 
that works. 

We all build boxes; they are a fundamental part of 
working with wood.  Finger joints are frequently a 
great way to go.  That’s why the other name for 
the method is a “box joint”.  There is no shortage 
of ways to build a box and we are going to talk 
about that this week. 

The easiest way to join two boards is just use a 
butt joint.  Clean up the mating surfaces, spread 
glue and clamp it until the glue sets.  As long as 
you have edge and face grain in both pieces it will 
hold forever.  We run into trouble with end grain.  
We have great adhesives, and some are better 
than others in this application, but none of them 
work all that well with an end grain joint.  Dovetails 
are the traditional joint here because they work.  
You get a mechanical lock and edge grain surfac-
es that glue well.  They do take a little practice but 
nothing an ordinary mortal can’t master.   

There are other choices that work and that is what 
we are going to talk about this week.  Steve’s fin-
ger joints give you plenty of surface area  for the 
glue to hold.  They require a jig that Steve is going 
to show us.  It’s one of the few joints that you al-
most can’t make using hand tools. 

Reinforcing a joint with dowels never works well.  
They are almost always fail eventually.  Take a 
look at chairs made from the 1930s — 1970s.  
The cheap ones almost always used dowels to 
attach the legs and they almost always fail.  It’s 
not the glue, the joint doesn’t have any mechani-
cal lock or edge grain to hold the joint together.  

For a box there are two dowel joints that do work:  
First use a Miller dowel.  They use a shoulder to 
give you a lock.  Second, Just use conventional 
dowels and angle them in opposite directions.  
That gives you the mechanical lock but no more 
glue surface. 

“French” dovetails are popular in commercial cabi-

(Continued on page 2) 
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February project      Put a lid on it 

You’ve been making projects for a long time, 
right?  Ever make anything with a lid?  This 
should be a good project for the turners in 
the group because lidded boxes are a con-
ventional lathe project.  They are also pretty 
common for the rest of us.  Bring it in this 
week, we want to see it.  Anything from a 
pencil box to a cedar chest has a lid so they 
all count.  Have you built a tool box?  That 

generally has a lid.  So does a toy box.  Take 
a look around, you 
probably have at 
least one that will 
count. 

Miller Dowel 

Finger Joint 



nets.  When you want to make a com-
mon technique impressive give it a Eu-
ropean name so it sounds exotic.  It’s 
just a sliding dovetail.  It’s great for 
overlay drawers where the front is wider 
than the sides.  Once your router is set 

up it takes about a minute to attach the sides.  You get a me-
chanical lock but it’s still an end grain joint. 

There is no end to the ways you can build a box.  We are going 
to talk about a couple of them this week.  Do you have a favorite 
way to join the sides of a box  (or a drawer)?  If so please bring  
it.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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January Meeting:         Organizing large projects  

Last month Ray talked with us about his recent project for the 
Marion Heritage Center.  They needed to store over 250 note-

books that contain a complete history of Marion/Cedar Rapids 
area. 

Ray started the project.  Ed Kalous, and Wayne Hanson volun-
teered to help and they wrapped it up in November.  Ray dis-
cussed planning, materials and basic construction techniques 
and the many trade-offs.  

The project for Janu-
ary was what you did 
over the Christmas 
break.   

March:  Now that’s different:  Unusual tools 

April:  Softwoods. 

May: Your oldest tool. 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        
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When we make toys at Christmas we come 
up with a design that we can duplicate as 
often as possible.  We go for nice toys that 
can be made quickly and that kids can use 
hard.  The rules from the Consumer Protec-
tion folks limit the size of the parts so kids 
can’t swallow things that break off and we 
can’t use finishes on most things. 

There is a different approach.  Bill Barvinek 
and Ron Kosizski  have been building toys 
recently that are a lot nicer.  Trucks and con-
struction   vehicles that are really detailed, 
using contrasting woods and that are nicely 
finished.   

That’s not to say that kids can’t play with 
them but they would have to be careful.  
These are not the kind of to you would let 

small children use without close supervision.  
They have many small parts and could be 

easily damaged. 

Joe Hennager from the Habitat For Humanity 
Re-Store is also going to speak with us at 
the meeting too.  The Re-Store sells materi-
als and tools people donate that they can’t 
use for current projects.   

If you are looking for used materials they are 
a great place to find it.  Also paint if you are 
not trying to match a specific color.  If you 
are replacing windows they can use your old 
ones that are in decent shape.   They don’t 
want your trash but if you have something 
usable they can use it. 

Habitat also uses lots of volunteers.  We all 
have some basic woodworking skills and 
they always need it.  If you have some time 
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March project       An unusual tool 

This month we are looking for the unusual.  
The odd tools that all seem to end up in the 
set.  These things accumulate when you buy 
a box of tools on an auction.  You see one 
thing that you really want but it comes with 
other things.   

The tool on the left is a bearing scraper.  If 
you make new inserts for babbitt bearings 
this tool takes out the final couple thou-
sandths of material to make the bearing fit 

the shaft.  Most of us don’t pour a lot of bab-
bitt bearings but if you need to you’re going 
to  want one of these.  You can still buy them 
new — or I can loan you this one. 

This thing is a chuck that lets 
you drill steel over head or 
above your head with a hand 
brace.  A conventional hand 
brace works great in wood 
because a lead screw will pull 



it into the work.  They can drill steel with the right bit as 
long as you can put some pressure behind it.  There is no 
lead screw to help you in metals.   

Wrap the chain around the work and clip it to the chuck.  
Set the bit where you need the hole.  Cranking the drill a 
couple of times will tighten the bit against the work.  As 

you turn the brace the threads advance the chuck into the 
part you are trying to drill. 

So what oddball tools do you have laying around?  How 
did you come to have it?  If it’s too big to move you can 
bring in a picture.  Dig through the back of the drawer in 
the shop or the bottom of the tool chest and see what you 
can come up with.  We would all love to see it. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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February Meeting:         Simple Boxes  
Last month we talked about making boxes.  Steve Geurts 
showed us some of his finger jointed boxes and his jig that he 
uses to make them.  It sees pretty simple once you get every-
thing set up.   

Ray Collins made some dovetailed boxes with his Incra  
jig.  That approach sounded pretty complicated with lots of 
opportunities to make mistakes.  Ray manages to make 
some great looking boxes that way including some with 
corners of a contrasting wood that were kind of cool.   

I showed some quick & dirty ways to make drawer boxes 
including angles dowels, Miller dowels and sliding dove-
tails.  None of those techniques are as substantial or at-
tractive as dovetails or box joints but they are easy to 
make.   

The project was “anything with a lid”.   

April:  Softwoods. 

May: Your oldest tool. 

June: Off Cuts.  What to do with all the 
scraps. 

July: Something patriotic.  

August;  How I spent my summer vacation. 

September: Fruitwoods 

October: Scary shop tales. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        
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This month we are visiting Wieland & Sons 
Lumber in Winthrop.  We were there years 
ago but many of us couldn't make it.   It 
takes about 45 minutes from the north side 
of Cedar Rapids.   

We will gather at 9:00am at the main office. 
It's a brick building behind a gas station on 
220th St.  The address is 64 220th Street, 
Winthrop, IA.  Jeff Wheeler will be giving the 
tour. 

If a group want’s to carpool up there let’s 
meet at 8:00 in the north campus parking lot 
by the tennis courts. 

They want members to bring safety glasses 
if we have them. They do have extras for 
those without them. 

There will be an opportunity to purchase 
hardwood and hardwood veneer plywood. 
They have 3/4 American A1 plywood for $74 
a sheet.  It’s a high quality plywood but it’s 
rotary cut.  They can special order plain 

sawn A1 for $94 a sheet. That pricing is 
competitive with good hardwood plywood 
purchased in Cedar Rapids.  

They sell hardwood in grades of 1,2, and 
select. They also have a prime grade at the 
top end for red oak, walnut and hard maple. 
Plain sawn red oak is $2.75 bft for  

select, $3.75 for prime.  The wood is planed 
to 15/16"  normally but they can do 3/4" also.  

If you have a special wood requirement  it’s 
probably best call ahead as they may have it 
but it may take some time to get it out of 
storage.   

They do have limited quantities of different 
native species and sometime give some spe-
cials to a group to get it out of inventory. 

They do deliver wood to this area and the 
different drop off points would pay a portion 
of the cost.  Delivery is not priced into wood 
and but $40 would be in the ballpark.  

April Meeting: Wieland & Sons Lumber     
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Lumber Grading      

Wielands like most large sawmills sell grad-
ed lumber.  The grading system was estab-
lished by the National Hardwood Lumber 
Association (NHLA) so wood grading could 
be standardized among the sawmills.   

In general there are three classifications that 
are universally recognized for hardwoods: 
Select, #1 Common and #2 Common.  Soft-
woods have a different system with similar 
sounding but different classifications. 

Select grade has two subdivisions: FAS and 
F1F. 

The FAS grade, which derives formerly "First 
And Seconds", will provide long, clear cut-
tings - best suited for high quality furniture, 
interior joinery and solid wood mouldings. 
Minimum board size is 6" and wider and 8' 
and longer. The FAS grade includes a range 
of boards that yield from 83-100% clear-
wood cuttings over the entire surface of the 
board. The clear cuttings must be a mini-
mum size of 3" wide by 7' long or 4" wide by 
5' long. The number of these cuttings permit-
ted depends on the size of the board with 
most boards permitting one to two.  Both 
faces of the board must meet the minimum 
requirement for FAS. 



F1F requires the better face meet all FAS requirements 
while the poor face must meet all the requirements of the 
#1 Common grade, ensuring the buyer with at least one 
FAS face. 

# 1 Common grade is referred to as the Cabinet grade and 
is widely used in the manufacture of furniture. The #1 
Common grade includes boards that are a minimum of 3" 
wide and 4' long and will yield clear face cuttings from 67% 
up to the minimum requirement for FAS (83%). The small-
est clear cuttings allowed are 3" by 3' and 4" by 2'. The 
number of these clear cuttings is determined by the size of 
the board. Both faces of the board must meet the minimum 
requirement for Number 1 Common. 

Number 2A Common (No. 2AC) 

The Number 2A Common grade is often referred to as the 
Economy grade because of its price and suitability for a 
wide range of furniture parts. It is also the grade of choice 
for the US hardwood flooring industry. The Number 2A 
Common grade includes boards that are a minimum of 3" 

wide and 4' long that yield from 50% (6⁄12ths) up to, but 
not including, the minimum requirement for Number  1 
Common (67%). The smallest clear cutting allowed is 3" by 
2' and the number of these cuttings depends on the size of 
the board. If the poorest face meets the minimum require-
ments for Number 2A Common it does not matter what the 
grade of the better face is. 

All of these definitions have exceptions.  Walnut for exam-
ple has more relaxed standards than other hardwoods.  
Generally the presence of sapwood is a defect but in ma-
ple the presence of heartwood is the defect. 

Sometimes things defined as defects are actually very de-
sirable.  For example birds eye is a defect and the board 
will be downgraded.  Mills generally have another classifi-
cation for these things that is not part of the standard.  Pre-
mium specifications are very common for specialty wood 
products. 

Certified graders take a 14 week course and have to pass 
a test.  There are also continuing education requirements 
that must be met to maintain the certification. 
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Page 2 

Volume 14, Issue 4 

          

March Meeting:         Toys 

Last month  Bill Barvinek and Ron Kosizski  brought in 
toys they have made.  It looks like they generally work 

from plans and modify them as much as they need to.   

Joe Hennager from the Habitat For Humanity Re-Store is 

also going 
to speak 
with us at 
the meet-
ing too.  
The Re-Store sells materials 
and tools people donate that 
they can’t use for current pro-
jects.   

 

May: Your oldest tool. 

June: Off Cuts.  What to do with all the 
short pieces. 

July: Something patriotic.  

August;  How I spent my summer vacation. 

September: Fruitwoods 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Softwoods. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 

you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        
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There are a lot of ways to make a door and frame 
and panel doors are one of the most popular 
methods.  The frame keeps the panel from warp-
ing and it doesn’t change size with changes in 
humidity.  The design choices are almost endless.  
The panel can be flat or raised, maybe glass or a 
different species.  While the panel is frequently 
square there is no real reason it can’t be any other 
shape.  Arch top panels are common and the club 
owns a set of patterns.   

The easy way to cut the rail and stile profiles is 
with a matched set of router bits.  There are a lot 
of other choices and there are advantages to all of 
them.  Router bits have the advantage that they 
are pretty foolproof, lots of choices for profiles  
and they not all that expensive.  The disadvantage 
is that they have very short tennons so the joint is 
weak.   

Raised panels are generally pretty easy.  More com-
plicated than flat panels but the only real trick is 
to make sure they are narrower than the opening 
to allow for expansion.  How much narrower de-

pends on the species, the width of the panel and 
the local humidity.  In the middle of the summer 
1/8 inch is probably ok for a foot wide oak panel 

but you probably 
want twice that in 
the winter when 
your shop is really 
dry. 

Ray is bringing in 
Wayne’s adjustable 
Freud rail & Stile 

set.  He is also bringing in 
Wayne’s vertical panel bit.   

Like we said at the start:  There 
are  a lot of ways to make these 
doors.  All of the methods have 
advantages and disadvantages.  
If you have something you like 
to use bring it in, we would be 
glad to see it. 

May Meeting       Frame and Panel Doors

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

 May meeting: Tuesday the 
20th at 5:00 Main Plant 
Cafeteria. 

 Subject:  Cabinet Doors 

 Project: Softwoods 

  Door Prizes!!   

Volume 14, Issue 5 

May Project        Softwoods  

By now most of us understand the difference 
between hard and softwoods and it has noth-
ing to do with how hard or soft the wood is.  
We all know yellow pine is a softwood but 
you need to drill a hole if you want to drive a 
nail.  Box elder is a hardwood but it works 
about like pumpkin. 

We use softwoods all the time.  Sugar pine 
makes great drawer sides and you can’t  
make a cedar chest without cedar. 

Next time you are at Yellowstone take a 
close look at the Old Faithfull Lodge.  It’s a 
huge log building that has been there for 

more than a century and it’s almost all Lodge 
pole pine: a brutally hard softwood. 

Conventional construction lumber is almost 
always softwoods but it’s much too wet for 
our purposes even when it’s kiln dried.  You 
need to let it season for several months be-
fore you try to use it or you will have prob-
lems.   

So bring in your project that uses softwoods.  
We want to see it.  If it’s the size of the Old 
Faithful Lodge just bring in a picture. 

Rockler Rail and Stile bits 

Old Faithful Lodge 
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April Meeting         Wieland & Sons Sawmill Tour  

Wielands is an interesting place.  The sawmill sits on forty acres 
at the west edge of Winthrop.  There about a hundred people 
supply most of the lumber for Bertch and Omega cabinets, several 
other smaller businesses and hobbyists.  We toured the mill last 
month.   

They really didn’t say how much wood went through the mill 
every year but it has to be in the millions of board-feet.  When we 
were there they were cut-
ting white oak but they 
handle most of  the local 
hardwoods and a few soft-
woods.    

They buy logs by the truck-
load.  Veneer logs are sort-
ed out and sent to their 
other mill in Wisconsin.  
The remaining logs are 
then sorted by species.  

 Logs enter the process on a conveyer into the de-barker (left side 
of the picture) followed by a  metal detector (blue thing in the 
picture.  The end of a log with a dark blue iron stain can   be seen 
in the lower right hand corner.   

Once inside the building the logs are squared up and sent 
through the head saw.  Wielands uses a large bandsaw.  Logs fly 
through the saw, down the conveyer to be rolled to get the high-
est grade possible, and sent back through the head saw.  Dozens 

of logs weighing as much as a large car are whipping around on 
the conveyer at a time.   

Steam is vented into the room around the saw to keep dust under 
control  When we were there it felt pleasantly warm and humid.  
They vent the steam even in the summer and it just gets hot and 
miserable in that part of facility.  There weren’t a lot of people 
near there.   

Boards come down a second line and are graded and sorted.  
They air dry followed by kiln drying.  The exact schedule depends 
on the species, weather conditions, and what else is in the kiln.   

Nothing is wasted.  Bark is sold as mulch, wood that can’t be sold 

as lumber is shredded and used for animal bedding and mulch.  
Sawdust fires a  thousand horsepower  boiler that generates elec-
tricity, heats all the buildings and the drying kiln and provides the 
steam at the head saw. 

June: Off Cuts.  What to do with all the 
short pieces. 

July: Something patriotic.  

August;  How I spent my summer vacation. 

September: Fruitwoods 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 

Upcoming projects:        
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This month we will be meeting in the new 
Cedar Rapids Science Center’s Maker 
Space.  The Science Center is at 5824 
Council St. NE.  That’s on Council Street  
just north of Blairs Ferry Road. 

The Science Center has moved since the 
flood and the focus has changed.  The new 
location has all the  "Kids/Adults" science 

displays they have had in the past.  The larg-
er space at this location has also given them 
the ability to create what is called the Cedar 
Rapids Maker Space. The Maker Space is a 
science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) based extension of do-it-yourself 
learning that inspires and encourages indi-
vidual exploration.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

June Meeting      Cedar Rapids Maker Space  

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

 June meeting: Tuesday the 
17th at 5:00 at the Science 
Center. 

 Subject:  The Science Center 
Maker Space, 5824 Council 
St. NE. 

 Project: Offcuts: what to do 
with the short pieces. 

Volume 14, Issue 6 

June Project      Offcuts & Short Pieces 

So what do you do with all of the offcuts 
when you wrap up a project?  You can’t just 
let them accumulate or you would be buried 
in scraps.  Obviously you toss or burn the 
really small pieces and the eventual fate de-
pends on what’s left over.  You make small 
projects from those odd pieces of rosewood:  
pens and knife scales maybe.  If it’s soft ma-
ple it probably goes in the trash.  But how 
about a couple of feet of walnut or nicely 
figured maple?   

Small projects come to mind right away.  
Steve showed us some boxes with sliding 
lids a couple of months ago.  Those wouldn’t 
take more than a few board-feet of lumber 
and the design is flexible enough that it can 
adapt to whatever material you have.   How 

about a set of chessmen?  It takes lots of 
small pieces. 

Secondary woods in larger 
projects are another choice.  
Maple, pine and basswood 
make great drawer sides.  
You probably want a hard 
maple “shoe” on the bottom 
unless you are using metal 
runners.  Who cares what 

species the glue blocks that reinforce the 
corners are?  You never see it anyway. 

So whatever you do with offcut lumber bring 
it in or take a picture.   
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May Meeting          Rail & Style Doors  

The Science Center Maker Space has constructed, or is 
currently constructing, labs for electronics, robotics, 3-D 
printing, metalworking, woodworking, arts and crafts, CNC 
tools, digital technology, and design.  
 
The woodworking shop is, of course, the one that we are 
most interested in accessing. Our current meeting location 
in the main plant cafeteria does not really allow "making 
sawdust".  We have pushed the envelope several times 
but it is hard to do much more than view slides and talk in 
the cafeteria and that's getting old.  In addition our library 
is in a hallway cabinet in Bld. 1 05. There's no good place 
to spread things out to look at them there and we are basi-
cally in an employee only space where the guard is sup-
posed to be watching.  As a result members seldom use 
the library.  

 
The Science Center Maker Space staff has indicated inter-
est in putting the CWG library within their library area and 
giving CWG members access to it there. There's also the 
possibility of reserving a conference room for our meetings 
and use of the wood shop for our demonstrations. The 
rules and fees for club participation with the Science Cen-
ter Maker Space are just being defined.  None of us is 
sure how much access CWG would be given and the cost 
and participation required for volunteer work. We do know 
that all members that are granted access must adhere to 
the shop safety rules and procedures. They also must sign 
a liability waver and participate in shop safety sessions. 
Nothing unexpected there.  
 
June's meeting will give members a look at all the new 

July: Something patriotic.  

August:  How I spent my summer vacation. 

September: Fruitwoods 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 

an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

Last time Ray spoke with us about making frame and pan-

el doors.  He built a rolling cabinet that fit in a desk space 

in his kitchen.   

The vertical support at the bottom attached to toe kick 

board. The brace keeps the unit stable when the pots and 

pan drawers are pulled out. The toe kick board is remova-

ble and kept in place 

with magnets.  Remove 

it and roll out the entire 

unit on casters. The 

unit top is a black For-

mica bordered with 

oak.  That makes the 

space above the doors 

look even darker. 

Ray used a Freud rail 

and stile cutters.  

These can be adjusted 

to fit metric sized ply-

wood panels or raised 

panels that need to be a little thicker or thinner than a 

quarter inch. 

The tools and shims shown are what is needed to set up 

the bits.  The little wrench on the right is used to remove 

and install the top of one of the bits.  All shims and tools 

store in the black box on the upper left. 

Like most very flexible tools these bits are more complicat-

ed than you might be used to.  Generally rail and stile sets 

are set up for quarter inch panels and if you use plywood 

you need to 

add a little 

silicone calk 

in the bottom 

of the groove 

to keep them 

in place.   

June Meeting           (Continued) 
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This month we 

are meeting at 

Acme tools to 

hear from Steve 

Bevers, the sales representative for Bosch.   

Bosch is a huge company with its  headquar-

ters in Germany.  They make everything 

from car parts to toaster ovens.  In the wood-

working world they own several brands you 

know about:  Freud, Dremel, Skill, Vermont 

America, and of 

course Bosch.  They 

employ about 

25,000 people here 

in the US and many 

of their tools are de-

signed and built 

here. 

While many of us 

own Bosch tools 

under all of those brands most of them are 

probably regular corded power tools.  A lot of 

their  focus over 

the last few 

years has been 

cordless tools.  

So has much of the rest of the industry.  En-

ergy density improvements in batteries has 

provided opportunities to many industries 

and power tool designers are taking ad-

vantage of it.   

Beyond woodworking 

tools Bosch makes 

tools for other trades; 

some of them are very 

cool.  You can rent their 

jack hammer here in 

town.  In fact they have 

lots of concrete stuff.  And measuring tools.  

And sheet metal tools.  Take a look at their 

web page for a better cross section of their 

products. 

http://www.boschtools.com/Products 

July Meeting        Bosch Tools 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

 June meeting: Tuesday the 

15th at 5:30 at Acme Tool. 

 Subject:  Bosch Tools 

 Project: Something patriotic 

  Door Prizes!!   

Volume 14, Issue 7 

July Project      Something patriotic 

We just finished with the Fourth of July, one 

of the nations patriotic holidays along with 

Memorial day and Veteran’s day.  We Fre-

quently make projects that can be consid-

ered patriotic and this is a good time to haul 

them out and take a look.   

So — What is a woodworking project that 

would be “Patriotic”?  Certainly anything that 

shows support for your country and country-

men would count.   

 A lot of us worked on the Flag Boxes for the 

families of the 911 victims.  Those boxes 

have become a standard project for several 

of us.  I try to keep a couple around for 

friends that need one.    

Anything that related to a national symbol 

would have to count.  An eagle for example.  

Have you ever carved a topper for a flag 

pole?   

Whatever you have — we’d love to see it.   

http://www.bosch.us/en/us/startpage_1/country-landingpage.php
http://www.acmetools.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ClickInfo?evtype=CpgnClick&mpe_id=13952&intv_id=19151&storeId=10751&catalogId=10551&langId=-1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.acmetools.com%2fshop%2ftools
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Potential project          Rock Club  

In June we took a look at the Science Station as a poten-

tial meeting place.  We came away with a lot of questions 

but there are some real possibilities there.  They are trying 

to create a space where a lot of creative people can meet 

and work on their own projects.  There is a small wood 

shop, metal shop, a couple of electronics stations, a 3-D 

printer, and some other things.  

The wood shop is just getting set up.  So far they have a 

selection of stationary power tools and little else.  They 

have a large work area that is outside the woodshop with 

some light duty benches.  

The real advantage to meeting there is that they have the 

space and facility to conduct demonstrations.  In the cafe-

teria we can’t create a lot of dust.  We also have to find a 

shop for any project we take on (i.e. the toy build at Christ-

mas).  We could just use their shop if we needed it.  Indi-

vidual members could use the shop for our own projects if 

we wanted to.   

They need to decide how much this is going to cost us.   

Can we move the library there?  can we have access to 

the facility after hours?  Can we store personal tools and 

material?  Once we know some of these things we can 

decide if we want to use the facility.  

August:  How I spent my summer vacation. 

September: Fruitwoods. 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 

the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

The company rock club has asked if we can build a display 

case.  It would be used at the Science Center and the de-

sign is still a work in process.  It sounds like they want an 

island so it can be viewed from all sides and with shelves 

at a level for kids.  Beyond that the design is open.   

This month they will have someone at our meeting to talk 

about it.  The final design will have to be a group effort so 

it meets their needs and can still be built.  It may be a 

good first project for the Science Station. 

June Meeting           Science station 
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This month is our annual picnic.  We moved 

it from July because of the heat the last sev-

eral years.  Statistically at least August is 

cooler.  In practice maybe not so much.  This 

year it doesn’t make much difference be-

cause both months have been very pleasant.   

We are meeting on Tuesday at 5:30 in Guth-

rige park in Hiawatha.  This is the same 

place that we have met the last few sum-

mers.  The park is at 704 Emmons in Hiawa-

tha.  The pavilion is on the east side, toward 

the north end of the parking lot. 

Please feel free to 

bring something to 

share, whatever 

you want to drink 

and your table ser-

vice.  Don’t worry if 

you forget; there is 

generally plenty of 

everything.  BBQ-

This is catering this 

time and they gen-

erally do a great 

job. 

August Meeting       Picnic 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

 August meeting: Tuesday the 

19th at 5:30 at Guthrige 

Park in Hiawatha. 

 Subject:  Picnic 

 Project: How I spent my sum-

mer vacation. 

  Door Prizes!!   

Volume 14, Issue 8 

August Project   How I spent my summer vacation. 

Well the summer isn’t really over unless you 

are a kid heading back to school—or maybe 

that kid’s teacher.  Even with some summer 

left a lot of us have been working on projects 

this summer.  It may be something outside or 

when we  retreat to the shop when it gets too 

warm out there.   

Some things just lend themselves to warm 

weather.  Finishing is always nicer to do 

when you can open the windows — or just 

do it in the garage.  Not many of us have a 

dedicated paint booth.  I like to plane rough 

stock outside too and let the wind take the 

shavings. 

Sometimes it’s just maintaining what you 

already have. Painting, replacing trim and 

fence pickets always takes time.   

So whatever projects you have going let is 

see it.  Maybe a picture because these tend 

to be big. 
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July Meeting        Bosch presentation at ACME Tool  

Several people have been asking about another lumber 

buy from Amana.  They were pretty happy with us last time 

and seem willing to do it again. This time they have Hack-

berry as well as most of what they has last time. 

Hackberry is about as hard as silver maple so not quite as 

hard as cherry but not terribly soft either.  It looks a little 

like the local ash but more pronounced streaks and some 

of those streaks are blue — grey. 

Quarter sawn white oak   $3.00/bd.ft 

Quarter sawn Sycamore  $2.50 

4/4 & 5/4 red oak   $1.75 

Paint grade Maple   $1.00. 

Let me know what you are looking for and we can get the 
prder placed.  If you are looking for another specific spe-
cies let me know and I’ll ask them.  We will probably ar-
range to pick it up in mid September. 

September: Fruitwoods 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 

you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

Last month we meet at Acme 

tools and heard from Steve 

Bevers, the sales representa-

tive for Bosch.   

Bosch makes a lot of stuff.  

Only part of it is woodworking 

tools.  You likely have Bosh 

windshield wipers, breaks or 

some other part in your car.   

They own a lot of woodwork-

ing tool brands besides Bosh.  

Freud 

and 

Ver-

mont 

Ameri-

can saw blades come from Bosh.  

They own Dremel and Skil so 

they provide lots of the tools we 

use all the time. 

Acme of course is always a great 

host for events like these. 

Amana Lumber buy          

http://www.bosch.us/en/us/startpage_1/country-landingpage.php
http://www.acmetools.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ClickInfo?evtype=CpgnClick&mpe_id=13952&intv_id=19151&storeId=10751&catalogId=10551&langId=-1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.acmetools.com%2fshop%2ftools
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Last weekend Ray, Joel and I made a 
run to Wielands for a pallet of kiln cut-
offs.  Joel organized the buy and request-
ed hard and soft maple.  The pallet was 
approximately 650 bd ft for 50c/bd 
ft.  Ray has a single axle trailer pulled by 
his GMC SUV.  The Wielands guy esti-
mated the load at around 2000 lbs so not 
a light load.  

After splitting the pallet, we estimated 
that the stack was about 1/3 hard maple, 
1/3 soft maple and 1/3 misc “white” 
wood.  The misc was a mix of hickory, 
ash, hackberry and stuff we probably did-
n’t identify.  Probably 90% was 1 1/8” 
thick with a significant number that ap-
proached 1 1/2.  There was a few pieces 
of soft maple that are thicker and I have 
one that is 10”W x 2”T x 52”L.  90% of 
the pieces are between 24” and 36” (probably an 
even distribution) with widths 6” to 10,” again 
with an even distribution.  

I need to run some of the stuff through the planer 
to see what I’ve got.  I’m not good a identifying 
species so will need to work on that.  

Wielands appears to be flexible in sizing a pallet 
for folks.  They have offered pallets for 250 bd ft 
and 450 bd ft so I think they can “stop” adding to 
the pallet anytime.  I think the price goes up as 
the size goes down.  Not sure how flexible they 
are on species in the pallet though. (editors note:  
not very flexible.) 

  Keep in mind that this is rough cut wood so you 
will need to run through your planer and you will 
probably go through a fair amount of labor and a 
set of blades to get the wood down to usable 
form.  That's why the mills charge 30c/bd ft to 
surface plane wood.   

If you’re interested in any kiln cutoffs, talk to 
Wielands or Joel for more info. 

 

 

Further information (from Joel):  Wielands is will-
ing to work with us.  These shorts are samples 
pulled randomly from the kiln to measure the 
moisture content as it gets close to the desired 
moisture.  They stack them on pallets as  they 
empty the kiln and you get whatever was running 
that day.  Oak, walnut and cherry are more ex-
pensive.  I asked specifically for a mix of hard 
and soft maple and this is what they had. 

They also gave us some lumber for the toy build 
later this fall and sold me some really nice 8/4 
hard maple.   

The pallet that the shorts sat on was walnut. 

 

Wielands Road Trip          Wayne Hanson 
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Ok guys, this is the big one.  We all knew it 

was coming but it’s here now.  If you only 

attend one meeting this is the one.  We have 

food at this one, we have the good door priz-

es and if you ever wanted to kick out the of-

ficers this is your opportunity. 

If that weren't enough Mel Green of Green-

wood Products is going to be here.  Mel has 

set up a new sawmill near North Liberty and 

will be talking about this new operation. 

FOOD:  This time we are bringing in Pizza, 

Breadsticks, and desert from Papa John’s.   

DOOR PRIZES:  There is a lot of stuff from 

ACME tool and we picked up more lumber 

from Amana this year.   

This time we picked up quarter sawn Syca-

more and spalted Maple like we did last 

year.  We also have some live edge Oak and 

a few other goodies.  If you haven't tried any 

of these you should think about it.  You need 

the right project of course;  Sycamore and 

Maple are white and nobody has wanted a 

house full of blond furniture since 1962 but 

as an accent (door panels for example) it 

can give a nice contrast and with the maple 

you can re-saw and have the opportunity to 

use book match and slip match symmetry. 

OFFICERS: If you ever wanted to be Red 

Green in real life here‘s your big chance.  

We need officers.  None of these jobs are 

real time consuming so if you are interested 

none of the current guys will be offended if 

you take their spot. 

New blood is necessary to keep any organi-

zation like this alive.  If the same people al-

ways take the same spots you end up with 

meeting topics and activities that interest 

them and that gets old fast.  Please consider 

stepping up. 

September Meeting    Membership Meeting and Election 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

 September meeting: Tuesday 

the 16th at 5:30 

 Location:  Main Plant Cafete-

ria. 

 Subject:  Membership meet-

ing & Election 

 Project: Fruit woods 

Volume 14, Issue 9 

September Project       Fruit woods 

This month we are looking at Fruit Woods.  If 

you have made anything form Cherry, apple 

or any other fruit wood we want to see it. 

Cherry is ubiquitous in this field.  It’s popular 

because it’s plentiful and grows to a size that 

can be used for lumber on a commercial 

scale.  Some pear trees get large too but 

those generally grow in Europe and Asia. 

Fruit trees in orchards are essentially man 

made.  Root stock that will stand the local 

climate is grafted to a trunk and that is graft-

ed to branches that will produce the desired 

fruit.   

If the tree is 

well balanced 

the lumber 

from the trunk 

will be useful 

as lumber when the tree comes down.  If the 

balance is off you end up with reaction wood 

and that makes lumber that won’t stay flat or 

take finish. 

If you can get lumber near the graft you get 

grain that changes character.  Heart and sap 

wood swirl together and the actual species 

changes from one end to the other.  It makes  

great turning stock.    
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August Meeting          Picnic  

We will be placing this order in another week.  If you want 

in on this or have questions please let me know. 

 

Several people have been asking about another lumber 

buy from Amana.  They were pretty happy with us last time 

and seem willing to do it again. This time they have Hack-

berry as well as most of what they has last time. 

Hackberry is about as hard as silver maple so not quite as 

hard as cherry but not terribly soft either.  It looks a little 

like the local ash but more pronounced streaks and some 

of those streaks are blue — grey. 

Quarter sawn white oak   $3.00/bd.ft 

Quarter sawn Sycamore  $2.50 

4/4 & 5/4 red oak   $1.75 

Paint grade Maple   $1.00. 

Let me know what you are looking for and we can get the 
order placed.  If you are looking for another specific spe-
cies let me know and I’ll ask them.  We will probably ar-
range to pick it up in mid September. 

October: Scary shop tales. 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

December: No meeting 

January: What I did with the Amana lum-
ber. 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 

an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

Last month was our picnic.  

After several years if hot 

temperatures the weather 

this time was really nice.   

BBQ-This provided food 

and several people 

brought food based on 

favorite recipes.  Nobody 

went away hungry. 

Amana Lumber buy:    Ordering Soon     
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We have all been doing this long enough to 

know that wood moves.  If you don’t allow for 

it in your designs you are going to have 

problems. The big questions are how much 

movement can we expect, how can we mini-

mize that movement and how can we design 

our projects so it minimizes the chance of 

failure.   

The National Forrest Products Lab in Madi-

son publishes a very useful Wood Handbook 

that has a wealth of information.  It’s free to 

download at their website. This handbook 

has a chapter on wood movement and data 

on every species that we are likely to come 

across. 

Wood moves because of changes in humidi-

ty and temperature.  If you use the wood in a 

piece of furniture indoors here in Iowa the 

moisture content can vary between 6% and 

14% over the course of a year.  In the Arizo-

na it’s going to be much dryer and in Louisi-

ana it’s going to be wetter.  According to the 

data a flat sawn red oak board a foot wide 

will move about 1/4”.  An eight foot table top 

can move about 2”! 

So what can you do about that?  A finish will 

slow that down some but no finish will pre-

vent wood from moving at all.  Even epoxy 

won’t stop the changes completely.  Oils and 

thin wipe on urethanes that leave a nice tac-

tile wood feeling help but not as much as the 

thicker plastic feeling finishes. 

Wood characteristics matter.  The oaks 

move more than most other species.  Quar-

ter sawn woods move much less than plain 

sawn.  If you orient the grain so it runs the 

length of that table the changes will be along 

the shorter dimension so less pronounced.  If 

you can’t live with the variation there are en-

gineered wood products that are very stable.  

While there is nothing to really stop move-

ment your design can accommodate it.  

That’s what frame and panel construction is 

about.  Frames are relatively narrow so they 

don’t move much.  The panel is cut smaller 

than the groove that holds it so the panel 

can shrink and swell.  The unfortunate door 

on the left has the panel cut slightly too wide 

so the frame split (mea culpa). 

(Continued on page 2) 

October Meeting      Wood Movement 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

October meeting: Tuesday the 
21st at 5:00 

 Location:  Main Plant Cafete-
ria. 

 Subject:  Wood Movement 

 Project: Scary Shop Stories 

Volume 14, Issue 10 

October Project     Scary shop tales 

Woodworking is not inherently dangerous.  
As long as you pay attention, understand the 
process you are attempting, and maintain 
your tools  you are pretty safe.  It’s much like 
driving a car. 

If you loose focus, try something that you 
really don’t understand, or screw up you can 
lose body parts.  This meeting coming close 

to Halloween invites the topic of safety as 
well as blood and gore.   

Please bring in your story.  In this case pic-
tures, demonstrations, and that finger you 
keep in formaldehyde are best left at home. 

Just remember that blood a poor finish and 
it’s best not to try it. 
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September Meeting       Membership and Officer Election 

I haven’t placed the order yet.  We have several people 

getting their list together.  If you want in in this please let 

me know ASAP so we can place the order. If you have 

questions please let me know. 

This time they have Hackberry as well as most of what 

they has last time. 

Hackberry is about as hard as silver maple so not quite as 

hard as cherry but not terribly soft either.  It looks a little 

like the local ash but more pronounced streaks and some 

of those streaks are blue — grey. 

Quarter sawn white oak   $3.00/bd.ft 

Quarter sawn Sycamore  $2.50 

4/4 & 5/4 red oak   $1.75 

Paint grade Maple   $1.00 

November:  Your oldest tool. 

December: No meeting 

January: What I did with the Amana lum-

ber. 

February:  Red Woods 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

We did it another year.  The existing officer slate changed 
with Jerry Roland taking over for Wayne as Treasurer. Ray 
Collins is still president.  In his words he’s “serving out the 
second year of his sentence”. That seems kind of rough. 
Joel Gillett is Vice president (again) and newsletter editor 
(again).  Paul Gibbs is the librarian (again).      

We had twenty members sign up at the meeting including 
four new members. A few more have signed up since the 
meeting. Welcome guys.  If you have a friend or coworker 
who is interested in woodworking please invite them. 

We gave away thirty door prizes including thirteen boards 
of quartersawn white oak and sycamore, cherry, and 

spalted maple.  We had six live edge wood slices and sev-
eral things from ACME tool. 

If you ended up with the live edged cookies or crotch piec-
es:  I spoke with the forester at Amana. They spent some 
time in the kiln but not enough to be dry.  The moisture 
content is in the 10 - 15% range.  That is about right for 
outdoor projects but if you are going to use them indoors 
you need to let the dry in the shop for a few months.  Put 
them on stickers and weight them down.  The idea is to let 
air get to all sides nut keep it flat.  You might want to stabi-
lize it with PEG or if you don’t need it completely round 
make a cut to the heart so it doesn’t split as it dries. 

Amana Lumber buy:    Ordering Soon     

Headboards in beds frequently mount to the legs in two 

places .  The shrinking and swelling cause the narrow 

arms to bend and take up the changes.  That can cause 

the board to split over time but with the right wood they last 

hundreds of years. 

If you add and edge or apron they need to allow for move-

ment too.  Bread board ends work well as long as they are 

only glued in one place and allow the rest to move.  

Aprons are traditionally held with screws in slots or cleats 

that hold on the back rather than just solidly gluing them.  

The only real requirement is that the wood be allowed to 

move. 

Wood Movement (continued) 



I was contacted by Cyndy Weiglein of Rockwell Facilities 
over six months ago and told that our cabinets in Bld. 105 
would need to be moved if and when they decided to re-
model the area. I told them that we have been looking for 
a better location for the CWG tools, books and magazines 
for a while now with no success to date. She replied that 
they would contact us again, if the remodel project was 
approved.  
 
The next thing we hear about this possible need to move 
our library cabinets was Monday 10/13/14 when Larry 
Hanson went over to our library in 105 to get some maga-
zines from the cabinets. He emailed Joel and Wayne and 
stated  "I was ambushed by a lady. She said she wanted 
the cabinets out of there.  They are renovating." 
 
That got the ball rolling. By the time we had made good 
contact with Cyndy on Wednesday, the cabinets had been 
moved to the nearby 105 dock. The contents were still in-
side the locked cabinets. One cabinet, heavy with books 
and magazines had collapsed and was moved on its back. 
Cyndy stated that she could have maintenance move them 
somewhere else within RC. Where would we like them 
moved to?  Good question! 
  
The Science Center option was going to work well for our 
library but they lost funding and are looking for a new loca-
tion. The only space we still had within the RC buildings is 
the hallway cabinet space we were given between building 
153 and the Rec Center.  These cabinets are big (deep) 
and could at least store much of the library contents while 
we worked on a more acceptable location. Wayne Hanson 
knew that the 153 dock is just a short distance south of 
this hallway and we decided to request the cabinets be 
moved to the 153 dock. That way we could easily put as 
much as possible into our storage cabinets in the hallway 
and throw out, take home, whatever would not fit in the 
hallway cabinets. 
 
I sent out last minute email to most of our members to help 
requesting help moving the library contents on Satur-
day morning, 8:30.  Wayne procured the cabinet keys from 
the guard key box and already had the code for our lock 
on the hallway cabinet. He is also a current RC employee, 
which means he has an RC badge and can gain access to 
the hallway and the 153 dock. (Only RC employees cur-
rently can access this location.) 
 
The response to my last minute request was not over-

whelming but Wayne and I were joined by Jerry Roland 
and Floyd Weslink to tranfer the cabinet contents on Sat-
urday morning. The cabinets were indeed at the 153 dock 
and all were laying on their backs. All cabinets were also 
damaged and probably of no further use to CWG or any of 
its members.  
 
As expected, we found room in the hallway cabinets for all 
the CWG tools and DVDs. We put these lighter parts of 
the library on the flimsily support shelves in the cabinets, 
saving the floors on the upper and lower cabinet for heavy 
boxes of books and magazines. The storage boxes con-
taining tools are labeled to some extent but it is not easy to 
locate a particular tool in the current stuffed cabinets.  
 
We then put all the books in storage and started sorting 
the magazines. It was obvious that not all these were go-
ing to fit. All the Fine Woodworking, and Wood magazines 
were boxed and stored along with the American Wood-
worker magazines. My memory of exactly what other mag-
azines went into storage boxes and what went home with 
members is not clear. I know Wayne has our set of Shop 
Notes, I have our somewhat sporadic collection of Fine 
Homebuilding magazines. I also have some old issues of 
Weekend Woodworking Projects, Workbench, Popular 
Woodworking, and Today's Woodworker. I forget what 
lesser known magazines Floyd took home. Jerry arrived 
on a motorcycle so he left without any bonus magazines. 
(Probably a good move on his part.) 
 
Summary: 
Thanks to Wayne's quick decision to move the cabinets to 
the 153 dock and his getting the keys and combo to our 
hall cabinets, we were able to at least save all our library 
tools, books and most of the magazines.  They were all in 
safe storage by 11:00am Saturday. This location could be 
made usable to access our tools and DVD's, possibly 
some of the books. To do so, we would need get access 
badges for all our members who are not current RC em-
ployees.  If that works out then we need to construct some 
pullout access drawers etc. to be able to see stored items. 
To get proper library tool access, vs. just storage, all the 
magazines, and probably part of the books, need to go 
elsewhere. We have a great collection of woodworking 
magazines that could greatly benefit members if we could 
just find a place to properly store them such that members 
could look through them or locate a particular magazine 
for an indexed article. 
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This month we will be wrapping up the toy 

build that was started by several of our mem-

bers over the last few weeks.  Marion High 

School has been letting us use their shop so 

everything that required heavy equipment is 

complete.  We will be attaching wheels, fin-

ishing airplanes and games and couching up 

whatever else needs touched up.   

We have been donating the toys to the local 

hospitals children's floors. They will distribute 

them to kids that are hospitalized over the 

holidays. 

Please come help.  With enough hands the 

effort is no big deal and it’s always enjoyable 

work. 

November Meeting      Christmas Toy Build 

Knot News 
COLLINS WOODWORKERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

Meeting Notice: 

November meeting: Tuesday the 
18th at 5:00 

 Location:  Main Plant Cafete-
ria. 

 Subject:  Toy Build 

 Project: Your Oldest Tool 
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November Project      Your Oldest Tool 

This month we are looking at your old tools.  
Perry made a good point about it other day: 
Every rock can be considered a tool and 
they are millions of years old. While that is a 
perfectly valid perspective rocks aren’t all 
that interesting even though you might use it 
as a tool. 

On the other hand I’ve known people who 
could knapp flint into very useful tools 
(knives mostly). While the technique was 
very old the tools they made were brand 
new. Those are interesting. 

Tools, old or new, are only useful if you use 
them. Some people collect them but most of 

us are woodworkers rather than collectors. 
Tools have to earn a spot in out shops. Even 
so we  tend to find a place for something that 
our grandfathers used.  

Some of us appreciate tools that are simple, 
straight forward and quiet. Who doesn’t love 
a tool that can be adjusted with a hammer? 
A lot of hand tools are old, some of them 
very old. 

Manufactured woodwork-
ing tools are pretty easy 
to date. A patent date 
gives you the earliest pos-
sible date and databases 

Ames Lathe ~1860 
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October Meeting          Wood Movement 

We finally pulled the trigger on the lumber buy. Last Satur-
day several members picked up the lumber we had or-
dered from the Amana sawmill.   

We bought about 250 bd.ft of quarter sawn sycamore, oak 
and a couple of other species.   

Dick Wolfe has a pick up so he hauled it for us. 

Everybody that picked up Amana lum-
ber in the group buys or the last cou-
pled of membership meetings needs to 
get busy. The January Project of the 
month is an opportunity to show off 
what you made using that lumber. 

December: No meeting 

January: What I did with the Amana lum-
ber. 

February:  Red Woods 

March: Offcuts. What to make from the 
scraps. 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

Upcoming projects:        

Wood moves. It’s pretty simple and we all know it.  You 

can slow it down some and minimize it some but not elimi-

nate it all together. Any design has to allow for some mo-

tion or you are going to have problems.   

Knowing how much movement 

to expect helps.  The National 

Forrest Products Lab in Madi-

son publishes a very useful 

Wood Handbook that has a 

wealth of information.  This 

handbook has a chapter on 

wood movement and data on 

every species that we are likely to come across so you can 

calculate how much the wood is going to expand and con-

tract. 

Quarter sawn lumber is generally more stable than flat 

sawn. Film finishes mini-

mize movement better 

than oils but take away 

from the tactile feeling of 

wood.  

We discussed frame and 

panel construction and 

Amana Lumber buy    

on line can provide a list of features and dates that they 
were manufactured. Company logos can give you an idea 
of when something was made because they change over 
time. 

Sometimes you have tools that were never made in large 
numbers so the databases don’t include them or were 
made by a local black smith or even the user. Not all that 
long ago every farmer had a small forge and could make 
functional blades. Even now a lot of people make tools as 

a business or a hobby. The wooden molding planes on the 
last page are new, Matt Bickford will make you a very nice 
pair for $425. If you want a perfectly functional antique that 
pair is more like $25. If your grandfather was a woodwork-
er (or a farmer) you may have inherited some. Clean them 
up and sharpen them, they work just fine. 

Whether you inherited it or bought it on a garage sale, 
hand tool or power tool, really old or just kind of interest-
ing, we want to see it Tuesday. 

Old Tools (continued) 



CWG Library Status 
I managed to find the CWG branding iron in the boxes 
locked away in the Bld. 153 hallway cabinet. It is not easy to 
figure out where stuff is even if you helped place it in 
there.  All the tools and many of the books/magazines are 
jammed into two deep wall cabinets at present but we 
should be able to get more space there soon.  
 
Mike Duffy, the guy in charge of the 153-154 hallway, and 
the Rec Center, and RC clubs in general, checked about 
getting badges for retired members to access our cabinets 
in the hallway. Mike knew the right person to call at RC facil-
ities concerning getting badges and that path does not work. 
RC facilities has a one solution fits all needs and each 
badge costs $75. Getting each badge also requires the 
same procedure as if each of us were a new hire, a back-
ground check, and drug screen. We don't want to go there! 
 
Mike said that the Rec Center desk people could let us in 
the hallway upon showing our CWG card, much like the 105 
entrance access.  Another possibility is to remove the badge 
access to the hallway for all. The door from hallway to the 
dock has badge access but is normally propped open. They 
could simply shut this door and remove the need to badge 
into the hallway. All the hallway cabinets can be locked if 
need be. All the stuff in the hallway is under Rec Center 
control, not facilities. This change of access should be pos-
sible but Mike has no answer on this yet. 
 
Mike also indicated that a couple more open spaces in the 
hallway could be freed up for CWG library use. This should 
be enough extra space to access the books and magazines. 
The location may be better than in 105 depending on how 
much extra space we can get and if the door to hallway can 
be left unlocked. Rec Center staff has also located a couple 
2-drawer deep file cabinets for CWG. We also may want to 
build something custom for the new locations. (There are no 
keys for the file drawer locks so CWG needs to come up 
with new locks/keys if needed.)  
 
Overall I found that Mike is quite willing to help CWG make 
our library accessible somewhere within the Rec Center.  I 
also talked a little about possible woodwork projects we 
could do for the REC Center. They had one mind right 
away.  They need a table/counter to hide the dirty towel 
carts and some cabinets above to store the clean ones. 
They would like to match the check in counter woodwork 
which is hard maple. Sounds like a fun project with lots of 
good visibility for CWG. 
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 Workshops 

 Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

 Educational and Informative Presentations 

 Open Houses 

 Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Ray Collins   

Volume 14, Issue 9 

KNOT KNEWS 
Is published monthly by the Collins 
Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Ray Collins cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Jerry Rowland cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 
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