
There are lots of ways to make a 

box.  Don’t just limit yourself to 

the normal square, six sided 

affair.  Several years ago our 

group made a whole bunch of 

boxes to display folded flags.  

Count them up, five sides.  Most 

of us have made a box for tools 

at some point; it’s kind of a 

standard Cub Scout project.  

Also five sides and no top.  A 

minimalist can go for four 

sides but that’s about the limit.  

It would look like a closed 

pyramid.  The other extreme is 

a round box with an infinite 

number of sides all of zero 

dimension.   

Besides form there are unlim-

ited uses.  From the tool box to 

the cabinet you store it in; they 

are all boxes.  The monks at 

New Melleray 

Monastery make 

caskets that of 

course are boxes. 

So if you have 

ever made a box, 

and believe me 

that’s a very 

broad definition, 

bring it in or at 

least bring a picture.  We want 

to see it. 

October Project:        Boxes 

A small group from the organiza-

tion has been working in Marion 

High School’s shop over the last 

few weeks.  We have parts for 

crayon trucks and airplanes.   

This Tuesday we will be finishing 

that effort.  We still need to 

mount wheels and a few other 

things.  Please come and help 

us. 

We are missing the patterns 

for the doll beds.  Wayne 

took some of the parts home 

and is going to see what he can 

do with completed ends but no 

promises.  If you know where 

the patterns are please let one 

of the officers know and we can 

put them back in the cabinet for 

next year. 

November  Meeting       Toy Build 
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Meeting Notice: 

October meeting: Tuesday 

the 15th at 5:00. 

Main Plant Cafeteria 

November Project:  A Box 

Door Prizes!!   
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January:  Scraps and Firewood. 

February:  Glass 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is an 

opportunity to show off something that you 

have made.  Suggest it as a project of the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:        

Last month Dave Huovinen and Ron Bent-

ly showed us their new dado jig.  It’s based 

on using a dado blade that is narrower 

than the joint to be cut.  They showed how 

to use it on a table saw but the concept 

would work on a router table as well. 

We have lots of ways to make joints like 

these.  They showed us a video of one 

method.  It wasn’t the hardest way to do it 

but it was certainly not easy.   

The 

pro-

ject 

last 

month was anything that produced light. 

That brought out light fixtures, lamps and 

candle stands. It was a pretty interesting 

set of projects. 
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October meeting             Dave & Ron’s Dado Jig 

Dados 

You would think a groove in a piece of 

wood should be a pretty simple thing, and 

it is.  Getting a second piece to fit into that 

groove is more of a challenge but still nor-

mally no big deal.  You cut the groove 

about the right size and shave mating 

piece to fit. 

We run into problems when we use engi-

neered materials.  Plywood doesn’t look 

right when we shave off the outer veneers 

to make the wood the right size.  To further 

complicate mat-

ters plywood 

generally comes 

in metric sizes 

but our tooling is 

only available in 

fractional inches.  

When you buy 3/4 inch plywood at 

Menards you actually are buying 18mm 

and that’s about .041” undersized.  That’s 

enough to make a really sloppy joint and 

that’s what Ron and Dave’s invention was 

intended to address.   

Last month they showed us a video show-

ing a pretty complicated method of cutting 

a narrower joint but there are lots of alter-

natives that are easier. The really obvious 

choice is to use a metric dado head. 

Not an option — even in Europe.  The Eu-

ropean standards require a saw blade to 

stop quickly when you turn it off.  Their 

saws include blade breaks and the extra 

inertia would keep it from working. Europe-

an saw spindles are also too short for a 

stack dado set.   

Ok, second option: 18mm router bit.  You 

can do that and it works as well as dadoing 

with a router ever does.  You have to be 

really careful about keeping the router 

against the straight edge.  A router table 

works as long as the piece you are dado-

ing is small.  

Another easy choice is to use 5/8” worth of 

dado stack and .080” of shims.   

Third easy choice: Cut 5/8” dado and trim 

the mating piece on the bottom to fit.  That 

will be a bit weaker but not all that bad. 

Fourth easy choice:  Skip the dado entirely 

and use a batten instead if the design will 

work that way. 



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   
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Website: 
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