
The meeting this month is a 
couple of days from the big food 
day of the year.  It’s probably 
too late to make anything but 
the simplest project this time 
around.  You have plenty of time 
before Christmas though. 

This month we are talking about 
projects that are related to food.  
It can be anything from a cedar 
plank for cooking fish to a dining 
room table and chair set.  

Wood is a really traditional ma-
terial for serving food.  The real 
problem is that it doesn’t last all 
that long.  It’s still the first choice 
for cutting boards and serving 
dry fruit.  Lacquerware is a com-
mon folk art in Asia and still very 
popular.   

Ever grill fish on a cedar plank?  

It’s pretty much just fish cooked 
on a shingle.  Plane a piece of 
cedar to about a half inch and 
soak it over night in water.  Heat 
it on the grill and add the fish 
when it’s hot.  Toss the cedar 

when you are done and no 
clean up.  There are actually 
places that sell boards just for 
the purpose. 

We have some turners in the 
group that make bowls.  Ever 
put an apple in that bowl?  If so 
bring it in.   

How about a wooden spoon.  
Not at all complicated unless 
you want to get elaborate.   

Watch it when you make things 
to use with food.  Most local 
wood is pretty safe but there are 
exceptions that can kill you.  
Wood finishes can be a problem 
too.  While the film may not be a 
problem the dryers are generally 
metallic poisons.  
That’s especially 
true with oils.  Spe-
cialized finishes are 
available but miner-
al oil works pretty 
well and every drug 
store sells it.  It’s 
also easy to recoat 
when it gets beat 
up. 

 

November Project:               Projects fit for a feast.  Anything food related. 

Several of have been busy; the 

toys are almost done, and it’s 

time to wrap it up.  We spent two 

evenings in the Industrial Tech-

nology shop in Marion High 

School and really accomplished 

a lot.  Several members got  a 

head start in their own shops so 

there was much less to do this 

time.   

This year we 

stuck with the 

same set of toys 

that we have 

been making for 

the last several 

years.  There 

airplanes, cray-

on trucks, and 

the “close the 

box” 

games. 

We will use the session 

Tuesday to attach wheels, 

brand the club logo, and 

whatever still needs to be 

done.  If we have a good 

turnout it won’t take long. 

 

Toy Build Wrap Up        
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A whole squadron  

Wooden lacquerware bowl, China,  
third century BC.  Still functional 



 

January:  New-years resolution: You put it 
off  long enough. 

February: Your Honey-do list:  Stuff for 
someone else. 

March:  It’s almost like woodworking… 
projects that are not strictly wooden. 

 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:        

Last month we set up the toy build.  The 

general consensus was that we should 

build the same set of toys that has been 

popular in the past.  Some of the members 

were anticipating the build and got a run-

ning start.  We are stuck with the same 

finishing rules that came into force a few 

years ago so no finish on things that are 

intended for small children.  We are 

probably ok with the “close the box” game 

because it’s really intended for older kids, 

they aren’t likely to  chew it, and it’s a 

game and not a toy.   
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October Meeting          Toy Build Planning Session 

The Girl Scouts Woodworking Badge          

At the last meeting we briefly talked about 
an upcoming project helping a local Girl 
Scout troop.  They had contacted Steve to 
see if we could help them earn their Wood-
working badge.  The session with the girls 
was last Monday.   

The requirements were reasonable and 
intended to get the kids familiar with using 
common tools they would encounter 
throughout their lives.   We needed to 
drive some nails and screws, saw some-
thing, operate a level and complete a pro-
ject.  There are no real specific require-
ments for the project so I designed a sim-
ple wall shelf they hang in their rooms 
when they were done.   

With some help from Bryan I made a doz-
en shelf kits.  There are five parts (Check 
the picture if you are curious) in each kit.  
We expected eleven kids so we had one 
spare set of parts. 

I cut all the joints and left the two narrow 

back pieces an inch too long. 

We started assembly by nailing the shelf in 
place with four finish nails.  Then the girls 
marked the length of the back pieces and 
sawed them to length with a miter box 
and a back saw.   

We needed to drill pilot holes for the 
screws that held the back pieces on.  
Drilling wasn’t one of the requirements so 
I brought both a cordless drill and an egg 
beater style.  If the girl wanted to drill the 
holes I let her otherwise I took care of it.  
Most of them wanted to try it themselves. 

We installed the screws and the shelf was 
done.  Most of the kids wanted to use the 
cordless drill to do it. 

The final requirement was to show how to 
use a level so we checked every surface in 
the place and found a door that actually 
was out of plumb.   

If you get a chance to do projects I recom-
mend doing it.  This was a great bunch of 
kids and I hope they all had fun.  I certainly 



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   
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