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This time we are completing the toy build. Sev-
eral of our members have been working on 
toys in the Marion High School and there is 
some left to be done. This time we are wrap-
ping it all up. 

We have plenty of work left 
to. Wayne has crayon trucks 
to assemble. Floyd has about 
10 shut the box games to put 
together. Ray has all the final 
sanding to do on the doll 
beds. Ron will also have final 
work to do on the planes.  

All the toys also need to get the CWG brand 
applied at the meeting. The iron has been re-
paired and has a slightly more powerful heater 
so maybe it will go a little quicker this year.  

Toy Build 
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Meeting Notice: 

November meeting: Tuesday the 

17th at 5:00 

Location:  Main Plant Cafeteria 

Subject:  Toy Build 

Project: A repair 

Door Prizes!!   
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November Project              A Repair 

We all end up fixing things. Sometimes 

things we have made need work but more 

often we pick up (or inherit) something that is 

interesting but has been neglected. We want 

to hear about it. 

You need to exercise judgement with antique 

furniture. It’s easy to destroy something valu-

able with an ill-conceived repair. If you come 

across a Frank Lloyd Wright chair, and you 

might; he built and furnished several build-

ings in the area, it’s best to leave it alone.  

Consider why it 

needs repaired. 

Can you prevent 

it from breaking 

again? The leg 

on this book-

case broke 

when it was moved without taking out the 

books. The best solution is to shorten the leg 

and replace the missing part with an offcut. 

And unload it next time. 

Chairs 

This month we are talking about repairs. Few 

things take more abuse than chairs and we all 

end up fixing them. People don’t sit nicely in one 

place, they turn, lean and stand on chairs. Kids 

will tip them back on the rear legs to reach be-

hind.  

Chairs (and all furniture) have limits to the loads 

they will support. While most chairs will easily 

support a 180 pound person it may have problem 

with the girlfriend on his lap at the same time. 

 Besides the normal abuse chairs take they break 

because they were poorly designed in the first 

place. 

Mass market chairs for the last century almost 

universally use dowel joints to attach the seat 

frame to the legs. The leg side of that joint is all 

end-grain and will eventually fail. The failure is 

frequently blamed on the glue but the real fault 

lies in the poor choice of joint. You will never see 

a mortise and tennon fail there. 

This was a nice chair from Thomasville that has 

been in the family for almost 90 years. It’s part of 

a set of six. They have 

all been repaired twice 

before with good quality 

adhesives, new dowels 
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          Chairs 

and freshly drilled holes. That solution is 

good for about ten years and then the 

chair starts to wobble. This time around I’m 

using a floating tennon. The matching slot 

is cut on the router table. 

Most joints don’t fail at the same time. You 

can just fix the broken ones but it’s going 

to come back for 

the rest at some 

point. It’s best to 

take the whole 

thing apart and 

get them all at 

once. A rubber mallet goes a long way 

here. Several companies make spreader 

clamps. Hide glue will dissolve in vinegar 

but it takes time and is messy. 

Sometimes the problem isn’t the joints. 

Broken parts frequently need to be fixed or 

replaced. Most of that is well within the 

capability of everyone in this group.  

The rear legs are generally the parts that 

take the most abuse. They break when 

people lean back on the chair. If you need 

to replace one make sure that the grain 

runs all the way from the middle back to 

the floor. The back legs take all the stress 

and short grained pieces or defects (knots 

mainly) in the wrong place will cause it to 

break. 

Finishing a repaired or new part comes 

with challenges too. You can tint stains or 

even create your own colors so they match 

the existing parts with artists oil paints and 

linseed oil. Obviously experiment on a 

scrap first. 

 

You hurt yourself more with dull tools than 

when they are properly sharpened. You lean 

on a tool more when it’s dull and it slips, 

cutting a gash into what ever is handy. Most 

likely your just finished cabinet side or bits 

of flesh that are in the way. Perry demon-

strated the “Scary Sharp” method. Maybe 

Scary Dull would be a better use of the lan-

guage. 

Scary Sharp is based on sharpening with 

progressively finer grits of abrasive paper. 

Perry mounts them on a flat plate. The ad-

vantage is that it’s 

quick and inexpen-

sive. The disad-

vantage is that you 

have to replace the 

paper frequently.  

There is a lot of infor-

mation about the 

method on the inter-

net. There was also 

an article in Fine 

Woodworking (March, 2008. Issue 198). 

http://www.finewoodworking.com/how-to/

video/sharpening-the-scary-sharp-

method.aspx 

He also discussed 

other methods 

including dia-

mond stones.  

Wayne demon-

strated the “Work 

Sharp” system. Work Sharp is the electrical 

equivalent of Scary Sharp. It uses paper 

abrasives stuck to a clear plate.  

We will be holding a Hands On session with 

several sharpening methods so you can try 

them out. All of the methods have ad-

vantages and problems. It’s best to try out 

as many as you like and you will come away 

with some of your tools sharpened. 

October Meeting: Sharpening       Perry Coffman 

January: End Grain. 

February: A set of something. 

 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 

an opportunity to show off something that 

you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 

the month.   

Upcoming projects:        



Volume 14, Issue 9 

The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

 Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

 Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

 Social Activities 

 Workshops 

 Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

 Educational and Informative Presentations 

 Open Houses 

 Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Ray Collins   

KNOT KNEWS 

Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Ray Collins cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Bryan Wesner cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Jerry Roland cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 


