
Ok if we walk into your shop 

today what will we see?  Not 

counting the mess.  If  you’re 

like me there are a couple of 

things going at the same time.  

It’s not that you intend for that 

to happen nor is it an efficient 

way to work.   

You are in the middle of a pro-

ject and your coworker tells you 

that they need props for the 

school play, they’re stuck and 

you can help.  It’s no big deal 

and the fact is that you can actu-

ally help.   

It turns out that the other guy 

making props has to leave town 

for a couple of weeks so what 

was no bug deal turns into kind 

of a pain but you can still cover 

it.  And your project gets pushed  

back.   

You wrap up the prop project in 

time but the paint is still wet for 

the dress rehearsal and the mu-

sic teacher wants one more. 

You clean up the dust, sharpen 

your tools and get back on your 

original project but it’s a month 

later.  You find your drawing 

and remake the two parts you 

had to cut up to make jigs for 

the props.   

Cars, lawns, and kids all require 

maintenance and that takes time.  

You do what you can but the 

time to do those things comes 

out of the time allotted to wood-

working projects.  That’s why it 

takes forever to finish these 

things.  

So blow the dust off that long 

neglected project and we can 

take a look at it.  Or if you have-

n’t been interrupted yet bring it 

in and we can set you up with 

some other priority. 

September Project:    What are you working  on now? 

What a difference a couple of 

months makes.  We scratched 

our picnic meeting in July be-

cause the temperature and hu-

midity were both pushing 100.  

Now we have frost.   

September is why we live in 

Iowa.  The weather is beautiful, 

the leaves are starting to turn 

and we are finally holding our 

picnic.  This time the weather 

really doesn’t make much differ-

ence because the picnic is in-

doors anyway.  We are setting 

up grills in Kenwood park and 

carrying the food across the 

street to the cafeteria.  We will 

be grilling brats and hamburgers 

and the club is providing potato 

salad, sodas, bottled water con-

diments, glasses, napkins, paper 

towels and ice.  If you'd  like 

something special cooked, bring 

your own and we can cook it or 

we'll even let you do it.    

We suggest you bring your own 

place setting, silverware and a 

pot luck dish to share.  We'll 

start setting up around 5 or so 

and hope to have the meat 

ready by 6.   

Spouses are not specifically 

invited, as was the case for the 

picnic but won't be turned away 

either.  We suspect they might 

be bored with our meeting activi-

ties anyway.  Use your own 

judgment here. 

Besides the picnic it’s time to 

renew your membership.  There 

should be a form attached to this 

newsletter.  You can also find 

one on the CWG homepage.  

The final thing on the agenda for 

this month is the election of offic-

ers.  We need fresh blood to run 

this group and we think you 

should consider stepping up.  

Bryan is going to be traveling a 

lot next year so he’s going to 

miss a lot of meetings.  This isn’t 

rocket science.  This place has 

rocket scientists and they aren’t 

running this particular show 

(zing…). 

Also take this into consideration:  

We are going to elect some-

body.  If you really don’t want an 

office you need to be there to 

defend yourself.  

 

September Meeting      Picnic and Officer Election 
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Meeting Notice: 

August meeting: Annual pic-

nic, Tuesday the 20th. at 5:30. 

Main Plant Cafeteria 

September Project:  What are 

you working on right now? 
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Door Prizes: 

50" clamp/saw guide 

Slick Saw table cover 27" 
x 27" 

29 pc impact driver bit set 

18" Bessey clamp 

6" Bessey clamp 

Cross back Shop apron 

Precision brass setup bars 

Slickplane hand radius 
plane 

10, 1/2" rare earth mag-
nets 

Magnetic push stick 

Set of 4 Bench Cookies 

Two $25 Acme Gift Cards 

One $50 Acme Gift Card 

We know what Dave is working on. 



October:  Light —  Lamps, Lanterns and Candle 

Holders 

November:  Boxes 

January:  Scraps and Firewood. 

 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is an 

opportunity to show off something that you 

have made.  Suggest it as a project of the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:     

Last month Dave Wetzel showed us how he 

turns pens.  He made one from deer antler and 

a double ended pen from wood and buffalo 

horn.  Dave brought in his lathe and tools and 

demonstrated the whole pro-

cess. 

Dave uses a scraping cut with 

antler and horn material and he 

uses glue applied with an abra-

sive pad for a finish.  

 

 

 

 

The project this time was any-

thing from a tree in your yard. 
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August Meeting:                 



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   

KNOT KNEWS 

Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Bryan Wesner cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Ray Collins cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 


