
We’re changing it up this month.  
In July and August we all re-
ceived the stuff we ordered form 
Kreg.  Everyone spent the next 
couple of weeks in the shop 
trying it out, right?  And a couple 
of years ago we made a similar 
group purchase from Miller 
Dowel.  We have had the 
chance to use both systems 
now and time to show off your 
results.  If you have a project 
that you made using the Kreg 
Jig, Miller Dowels or anything 
else other than conventional 
joinery bring it in, we want to 
see it. 

Pocket screw joints are quick to 
make with Kreg’s system.  Just 
clamp the piece in place and 
drill.  When you need to assem-
ble the parts clamp it where it 
needs to go and sink the 
screws.  It’s much faster than 
cutting mortise and tennon joints 
or dovetails.  In the right place 

it’s a great choice.   

In some places pocket screws 
are the only good choice.  Ever 
try add a drawer to a face frame 
cabinet. You need to add a rail 
to the face frame.  You can ei-
ther remake the entire cabinet or 
shoot a couple of pocket holes 
in the new rail and screw it in 
place. 

Miller Dowels are another story.  
Conventional dowels don’t work 
on cross grain joints but that’s 
where they are frequently used.  
Think about how many chairs 
you have seen (and fixed) that 
had the legs doweled to aprons.  
The problem is that the leg end 
of that joint is cross grain.  No 
matter how many times you put 
in bigger dowels or use “better” 
glue it’s going to fail. 

You can just use a wood screw 
but it’s going to pull out of the 
end grain.  A Miller Dowel has a 
couple of steps that will keep the 
joint solid when the glue fails.  
It’s not as strong as a mortise & 
tennon but it’s will hold better 
than a conventional dowel.  The 
end shows so you have to de-
cide if that’s a problem. 

September  Project:       Nontraditional Joinery 

It’s that time of year again… 

We need to elect officers.  If you 

ever felt the desire to be Red 

Green here’s your chance.  

While this isn’t exactly “Possum 

Lodge” the two organizations 

have a lot in common.  You too 

could lead of this bunch. 

This election works a bit differ-

ently than the bigger one that 

makes all the news.  We basi-

cally have noting bad to say 

about Steve and the rest of the 

officers; or if we do we’re too 

polite to say it.   

The risk, as in previous years is 

that if we don’t get volunteers to 

serve as officers we railroad 

somebody.  You’ve been 

warned:  Come to this meeting 

or you could be elected. 

This is also the meeting with the 

good door prizes.  This time we 

have a Kreg Jig and Fixture Bar, 

Hearing Protector, Mag Switch 

Feather Board, Kreg Large Face 

Clamp, Kreg Right Angle Clamp, 

Clamp It Assembly Square, 

Kreg Feather Board, Rockler 

Universal Fence Clamps, Kreg 

MultiMark, Kreg Draw Mounting 

Brackets and some Acme gift 

cards.  Your odds are pretty 

good this time. 

The Guild is providing food this 

time too.  This year we are 

bringing in Zio Johno’s.  

Annual membership meeting        
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Meeting Notice: 

September meeting: 

Tuesday the 18th at 5:00. 

Main Plant Cafeteria. 

Officer Election 

Food!  We have ! 

September Project: Pock-

et screws, Miller Dowels 

and non traditional join-

ery 

 Door Prizes!!   
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Quondo Omni Flunkus Mortati 

(if in doubt play dead) 

Miller Dowels 



October: Home Improvement:  Projects 
around the house. 

November:  Projects fit for a feast.  Any-
thing food related. 

January:  New-years resolution: You put it 
off  long enough. 

February: Your Honey-do list:  Stuff for 
someone else. 

March:  It’s almost like woodworking… 
projects that are not strictly wooden. 

 

 

 

We need ideas for new projects.  Here is 
an opportunity to show off something that 
you have made.  Suggest it as a project of 
the month.   

 

Upcoming projects:        

Last month Joannie West spoke with us 

about her new Intarsia group.  She has 

several things planned including an organi-

zation separate from the existing area 

woodworking and carving clubs.  She is 

setting up a show that will include a nation-

ally recognized speaker (Judy Gale Rob-

erts) and a wood exchange.  More infor-

mation is in the July Newsletter.  We also 

talked about the “Little libraries”  It sounds 

like there may be some interest but  how 

many get built is unknown.   

There is a similar library in Thomas park in 

Marion.  The builder took a very straight 

foreword approach.  It has a simple over-

lay door and a magnetic catch.  Nothing 

elaborate at all.   You can take a look at 

the library in the park.  Enter Thomas Park 

from 7th Ave and turn right when you get 

to the parking lot.  The library is on your 

right.  Borrow a book while you are there.   
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Traditional joinery          

Traditional joinery got to be tradition be-
cause it works and it’s easy to make with 
the tools at hand.  I’m not talking about 
anything elaborate here, just hammer and 
nails stuff. 

We have an industry devoted to inventing 
tools so these traditions  change.  Promo-
tional materials for these tool companies 
frequently resort to heavy handed hyper-
bole and Kreg has that mastered.  Kreg 
tools are fine.  I use some of them and 
they have a place in the arsenal.   

But… 

Their web page talks 
about all the uses for 
their tools.  That’s ex-
pected, after all they’re 
advertising here.  One 
of the suggestions is 
that the Kreg jig can be 
used to frame a wall.  
That seems a  little 

silly.   

Most of us frame a wall using nails either 
driven through the sill into the studs or 
toenailed through the stud into the sill.  
With pneumatic tools it takes a few se-
conds per stud.  Even with a hammer you 
can do it under a minute.  Can you think of 

a reason to use screws?   

They show a way to use pocket holes to 
put together panels.  The alternative is to 
just leave out the screws and holes.  
Somehow the screws seem unnecessary. 

Pocket screws are great in places where 
you need a quick & dirty joint that’s hidden 
or where you have limited access.  It’s not 
going to stand a lot of stress so it’s a poor 
choice to hold chairs together.  They are 
great for face frames.  But there is no such 
thing as a single joint that’s always the 
best for every purpose. 

Just a magnetic catch 



The Collins Woodworkers Guild is a club dedicated to preserving the age old prac-

tice of creation using the medium of wood. CWG members gather monthly to share 

tips, ideas and experience to further the knowledge of all members. From creating 

heirlooms for their families to Toys-For-Tots, members help each other get the most 

out of their woodworking experience. 

Membership in the Collins Woodworkers Guild is open to ALL Rockwell Collins, 

Inc. Employees, Spouses, Retirees, and Contract Employees, AT ALL ROCKWELL 

COLLINS LOCATIONS!! Everyone is welcome at our meetings and yearly dues, 

renewed each September, are $15.00 

GUILD BENEFITS 

Access to our EXTENSIVE library of books, magazines and Tool Collection 

Open exchange of ideas, from project help to house building; and a hand when 

needed 

Social Activities 

Workshops 

Toys-For-Tots and other Programs to help our Community 

Educational and Informative Presentations 

Open Houses 

Tours 

 

Planning Committee (in addition to the above): 
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 
Toys-For-Tots Committee: 
 Joel Gillett  cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com  
 Wayne Hanson  cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
 Lee Johnson   

KNOT KNEWS 

Is published monthly by the Collins 

Woodworkers Guild 

President: 
 Steve Geurts cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Vice—President: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-vp@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
 Ray Collins cwg-treasurer@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Membership: 
 Wayne Hanson cwg-membership@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Guild Photographer: 
 John Cox  cwg-president@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Library: 
 Paul Gibbs cwg-librarian@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Website: 
 Larry Tjaden cwg-webmaster@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 
Newsletter: 
 Joel Gillett cwg-editor@rockwellcollinsclubs.com 

Officers and Executive Committee 


